


k 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


| Bulletin 


Vol. 38 a. N11) te No. 4 








= 





Demobilization and the Library 


A Manifesto 








BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


A Fitting Habitation 

AGNES EDWARD ROTHERY 
Over many years, in different parts of the United States, this travel writer and 
her husband made their dwelling places into homes. | 





13 Against the Odds | 


EDWIN ROGERS EMBREE 


The thirteen are contemporary Negroes whose success stories 
are of special significance today. 


The Curtain Rises 


QUENTIN JAMES REYNOLDS 





A popular correspondent reports on battlefronts and our men in action. 


Crazy Weather 


CHARLES L. MC NICHOLS 


Four days of adventure help South Boy, a white child, choose between 
white ways or life with the Mojave Indians. 


You and Your Congress 
VOLTA TORREY 


A plea for active, intelligent voters, informed about Congress and their own 
responsibility in choosing the men who represent them. 


I Wanted to See 
BORGHILD MARGARETHE DAHL 


Inspiring autobiography of a woman who, in spite of almost total 
blindness, has had an independent, useful life. 


Strange Fruit 
LILLIAN SMITH 





An honestly written novel with a debatable subject—race relations in Georgia. 


PPL IL™ 


TO EDITORS: MATERIAL IN THE 4.L.A. BULLETIN IS NOT COPYRIGHTED 


As THE official organ of the American Library Association, the A.L.A. Bulletin, sent to members, 
carries news of the Association, its officers, boards, committees, divisions, sections, round tables, and staff; 
addresses of conference speakers; articles by official representatives of the Association; and brief professional 
communications to or from members. Its scope does not include articles on library matters unrelated to the 
Association. Its authors’ opinions should be regarded as their own unless A.L.A. endorsement is specifically 
noted. The Bulletin is partially indexed in “Current Library Literature” in the Library Journal and by the 
Education Index. : | 
Published monthly, except August, and semimonthly in October and December Ld the American Library 
: | 





Association, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 11. Entered as second-class matter September 16, 1943, at the Post 
Office at Chicago, with an additional entry at Menasha, Wis., under Act of Congress of August 24, 1912. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in United States Postal Act of October 3, 
1917, Section 1103, amended February 28, 1925, authorized on July 8, 1918. y 

$2 to $4 memberships secure 9 news numbers of the Bulletin and the Annual Reports ; memberships at 
$s and over secure in addition the Handbook and Proceedings. Institutional memberships, $5 to $25 a year. 
Single copies of news issues, 25¢ each. 











- — 


oe . Se. ee. 


7 




















VOLUME 38 . NUMBER 4 ° APRIL ° 1944 





Bulletin 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


BYRON C. HOPKINS * EDITOR LUCILE DEADERICK * ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
CARL H. MILAM * EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


o>» CONTENTS += 
DEMOBILIZATION AND THE LIBRARY: A MANIFESTO............-0000eeeeeee 130 
AREAS OF SERVICE TO WArR-AFFECTED POPULATIONS, Ralph A. Ulveling....... 132 


An EXPERIMENTAL INSTITUTE ON DEMOBILIZATION AND READJUSTMENT, Anita 
M. Hostetter 


son be ens sale dpits Rad OA 04 cake Mie Aang ees oa eed eee 135 
LEARNING WITHOUT A TEACHER, Francis J. Brown...........000ee eee eeee 137 
A.L.A. PusiisHinc: A THREE-RING Circus, Everett O. Fontaine .........+. 140 
Trustee ARTICLE 

Spiritual Values to Meet Postwar Needs, Andrew B. Lemke .............+-- 144 
SUMMER INsTITUTES AND Worksnops, Anita M. Hostetter ...........+-4+: 145 
A Division or Pusiic Liprariss, Carl Vitz .......... cece cece eee eececeees 147 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR 1944-45 .....02.cccecccseccccccceencceees 148 
See’ Ww mawnm Eee .. oon... enacdp seca so cncnn shone lee 149 
So You’re CELEBRATING Russia Book WEEK, Olga M. Peterson ............. 152 
Eee OEE EPA EOE oe 154 
I: UII as » pf ssicnre @ bi wid ba neared pip yw wes aeellog a ects deabi dickies Sita aed 168 
aenAnes Got... ee ee a ee eee 170 
IND a. mn: 0-vie's <ce'nwvtnls nti «ch anblann tb wtb sehen ae 173 











ee 

















Dwibihintes bends the Library 


; A MANIFESTO 


SJ OR THE SECOND TIME in twenty-five years the American public library faces the 
opportunity to render a national service through its participation in the processes 
of demobilization and readjustment. Twenty-five years ago it sought to make its con- 
tribution to that process mainly in increased book supply and in the expansion of its 
organized facilities to meet the educational and vocational needs of the returning service- 
men. Out of these needs and the efforts to fulfil them grew the adult education move- 
ment. To the library in particular, accrued its readers’ advisory program and a general 
expansion and recognition of its educational mission. 

Today the public library is convinced that to meet its responsibilities it must enter into 
more active and dynamic participation in the large and complex task that confronts the 
nation. It must become the information center of its community not only for the dif- 
fusion of knowledge in its cultural and educational connotations but for the provision of 
guidance, direction, and counsel to the dislocated men and women in their endeavor to 
accomplish their own reorientation—industrial, economic, and cultural. 


The People and Their Problems 


We are now in the first period of demobilization. More than a million men and 
women have been discharged from the armed forces. Thousands of workers lose or leave 
their jobs every week. The second period will begin when the war ends in Europe. It 
will bring increasing discharges and dislocations. When the enemy is defeated in the 
Orient and South Pacific, the postwar period will be upon us and dislocations will reach 
enormous proportions. 

Millions of men and women will be discharged from the armed forces and war in- 
dustries. "They will have had new experiences, seen new places, acquired new skills, 
developed new interests. Some will be disabled. They will have to readjust themselves 
to normal peacetime living and working. 

Some will need physical rehabilitation. Most will seek employment. Many will want 
vocational training, general or professional education. All will have to reorient them- 
selves to family and community life, to new economic conditions, and to new civic respon- 
sibilities. 

Industry itself will go through what may prove to be its greatest transition. Recon- 
version, new materials, new products, new concepts of labor relations will be—are now 
in fact—much in the minds of industrial and labor leaders. 

Alert librarians have already begun to assist in readjustment, not only because of 
present needs, but to gain experience for the much bigger job which lies ahead. 
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Getting Set for the Job 


The library staff and the library trustees must first inform themselves about the facts 
and probabilities of demobilization of the armed forces and war workers and about the 
reconversion of industry. The talents of the staff should be evaluated and those best 
suited by professional background, personality, and temperament should be assigned and 
prepared for these special services. Through its staff the library must help to organize 
the community’s total resources; no single agency can do this job alone. 

For its own information as well as for the use of others, the library must assemble 
government announcements, bills, hearings, and the plans of labor and industry, of 
national and local agencies, ard of other communities. It must establish and maintain 
contacts with local officials of Selective Service, U.S. Employment Service, and other 
national and community agencies. 


Doing the Job 


Every public library should establish specially organized facilities equipped and staffed 
to meet this challenging opportunity. The large library can ask a department or selected 
staff members to assume the leadership. In the small library, the librarian must rely upon 
herself, her trustees, and competent volunteers. 

Information Service. The library must supply information and printed materials on 
all agencies serving veterans and war workers in any way—their locations, hours, and 
the nature of their services. It must give information and materials on job opportunities, 
training requirements, and training agencies; on personal development, family adjust- 
ment, social and civic obligations, and psychological problems. It must also supply 
information and materials on industrial trends, population shifts, distribution problems, 
and other factors that affect markets. 

Educational Service. The library will recognize and encourage the inevitable expan- 
sion of interest in self-education. It must increase, extend, and sharpen its educational 
and cultural services through individual reading guidance, reading and study programs, 
discussion groups, films, and by reference and introduction to similar activities conducted 
under other auspices. 

Public Relations. Through competent field workers, paid or volunteer, and through 
publicity, the library will make it difficult for any member of the community to remain 
unaware of its expanded informational and educational services. 


March 5, 1944 


THIS MANIFESTO was authorized by a group including Althea H. Warren, Carl Vitz, 
Ralph A. Ulveling, and Carl B. Roden in conference with other A.L.A. officers, librarians, 
and adult education specialists following the Chicago Regional Institute on Demobili- 
zation and Readjustment. 
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Areas of Service to War-Affected 


Populations 


RALPH A. ULVELING 


At the concluding session of the Chicago Regional Institute on Demobiliza- 
tion and Readjustment, March 4-5, the librarian of the Detroit Public 
Library summarized the findings of the previous sessions on areas 
for postwar public library service. 


SS SERVICE by libraries 
stems largely from two principles: 

a. Conceiving the needs of the people to 
be served, and 

b. Meeting those needs on time. 

That definite action to prepare our or- 
ganizations and resources for the problems 
ahead may now be undertaken, the follow- 
ing analysis of some potential areas of service 
is submitted as a prologue for broader pro- 
fessional thinking on the subject. 


VOCATIONAL READJUSTMENT AND 
EMPLOYMENT 


One’s ability to find work and earn a 
living is of major concern to any man 
or woman. The opportunities for libraries 
in this field lie not in counseling but in pro- 
viding vocational materials to which both 
counselors and individuals seeking help may 
turn. Supplementing this must be a broad 
mass of information on the functions which 
various government agencies are assuming 
in helping veterans find a place in civilian 
life. The able-bodied veteran returning to 
work represents only the simplest part of 
this problem. Special consideration must 
be provided for three other groups: 

a) Disabled veterans having physical 


- handicaps which restrict their opportunities. 


Good materials are now available showing 


the types of work which people with only 
one arm or one leg or other disabilities may 
carry on successfully. 

b) Civilian war workers. Because of its 
size this group will be important. Already 
the decline in certain industries is being 
recorded in some sections. The imminence 
of a broad-scale problem here becomes ap- 
parent when we realize that immediately 
following the termination of the European 
war there may be a 40 per cent drop in in- 
dustrial employment. With peace feelers 
reported daily from the Axis satellite na- 
tions the likelihood of a quick end to the 
entire European phase of the war must be 
faced. Libraries must and do prepare for 
future events in advance of their develop- 
ment; hence they should now organize 
quickly if they have not already done so 
for this type of service. 

c) Young men and women who entered 
the armed forces in their teen-age years 
without having any work experience or any 
preparation for a vocation. 


FAMILY LIFE 


Most people will be confronted with im- 
portant problems of various types. Impor- 
tant to the individual and to the stability of 
the nation are those centering around family 
life. Husbands and wives have grown apart 
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because of the experiences forced upon them. 
Men in the armed services have enlarged 
their experience and interests in foreign 
countries while their wives have become ad- 
justed to a scheme of living under which they 
have become economically self-sufficient. 
Neither husbands nor wives in these cases 
will be prepared for the changes which have 
crept into their family ways. 

Likewise, fathers and children will ex- 
perience difficulties. Men who left home 
when their children were dependent will 
return to find many of the younger genera- 
tion grown and accustomed to independence. 
The adjustments required of both parent 
and child in this case will be difficult. The 
problem will exist and it must be met. 
Libraries will have to prepare to aid in the 
settlement of these family life problems. 


SELF-DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT 


The awakening of new interests and the 
development of latent capacities during the 
war years will be reflected in heightened 
ambitions for further self-development. 
The interests of individuals will be broad 
and cultural as well as specialized and 
intensive. For libraries this will entail 
bringing to the staff both a knowledge of 
the new methods of learning developed 
under military authorities and the changes 
in education which have been brought about 
in formal schooling. 

Though the above connotes study of a 
moderately high level, we cannot overlook 
the fact that another substantial area of 
service under this general heading concerns 
those who have migrated from the “hill” 
country where they have had little oppor- 
tunity now have had their ambitions awak- 
ened by contact with other types of people 
in a new environment. These educa- 
tionally handicapped people may have very 
little background training, perhaps not more 
than that of the fourth-grade level. Oppor- 
tunity for service to such people, which is 


already being manifested, will involve the 
development of a carefully selected book 
stock in basic English or other equally 
simple language. For meeting this problem 
the general pamphlet material which has 
found a large use in libraries in recent years 
is too difficult, for it is keyed to an eighth- 
grade or high school level of education. 
Likewise, the very simple books found in 
juvenile rooms although simple in language 
are not mature in their concepts. Thus, a 
new type of book must be procured and 
made available. 


SocIAL AND Civic RESPONSIBILITIES 


The movement of populations brought on 
by the expansion of war industries has de- 
veloped new problems. Health standards 
which seemed firmly established in certain 
urban areas a few years ago have been broken 
down by in-migrant groups unfamiliar with 
some of the basic requirements of cleanli- 
ness and health. Detroit, which for years 
has had a vigilant public health department 
and which has a splendid record, is now 
suffering from an epidemic of pediculosis 
(head lice). Basic educational training in 
matters of health will be mandatory in that 
city and elsewhere. 

The need for emphasizing intercultural 
understanding has become particularly acute. 
In certain cities of the West Coast an influx 
of Negroes has created urgent need for an 
aggressive educational program of under- 
standing. The Japanese, formerly of the 
West Coast, will probably locate and remain 
in substantial numbers in other sections. 

A closely associated problem concerns the 
broad-scale displacement of minority groups 
likely to take place after the war, Negroes 
and women in particular. Under pressure 
of the manpower shortage these groups have 
met the challenge of new assignments credit- 
ably. Fortified by a record of proven com- 
petence, will not deep resentments develop if 
the individuals in these groups are gradually 
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returned to their more restricted spheres of 
service? Many factors will have to be con- 
sidered by all but it is inevitable that libraries 
must share responsibility for establishing 
right thinking by both parties if a sound 
settlement of this problem is to be worked 
out. 


PsYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS 


Cutting across all sections of society will 
be persons having psychological problems. 
The physically handicapped may be defen- 
sive and withdrawn. To work with these 
people it will be necessary to prepare our 
staffs and develop in them great patience 
and understanding. Without these funda- 
mentals little can be accomplished, either 
with ex-military men or ex-civilian war 
workers who have manifested signs of anti- 
social tendencies. 

The mentally immature will present vari- 
ous types of problems. Young boys will 
come back hardened mentally and physi- 
cally, possibly feeling that they have reached 
man’s estate, whereas actually they may be 
completely immature in some aspects of 
their development and quite as unprepared 
to handle those phases of their life’s prob- 
lems as they were before entering the serv- 
ices. Another type of problem centers 
around the boys who were drawn into the 
service before they had developed the ability 
to make important independent decisions 
and who after several years of having their 
lives directed for them will have passed the 
period at which the transition from mental 
dependence to mental independence nor- 
mally takes place. There is a real fear that 
many of these young men will never acquire 
that basic mental attainment so essential for 
all. For libraries it will be essential, first, 


to recognize the problem, and, second, to 
prepare themselves for dealing with it suc- 
cessfully. 


YOUTH PROBLEMS 


Quite generally the states have lowered, 
either by statutory changes or by disregard- 
ing statutory provisions, the minimum age 
requirements which had been established 
for young people entering industry and 
other work. Thus, a very serious problem 
has developed during the war period with 
young people who have at their disposal 
large incomes before they have acquired 
competence in handling either themselves 
or their money. This has brought with it 
a disregard of parental guidance and other 
types of problems. Following the war these 
very young people may well be the first to 
be eliminated from jobs. ‘Therefore, they 
will pass quickly and without time for 
adjustment from a period of great inde- 
pendence to one of dependence on those 
about them. The potentialities for social 
disturbance in such a situation are so enor- 
mous that the problem must be faced 
squarely with all the wisdom every social 
agency can command. 

The six areas of social disturbance cited 
may be a very incomplete listing of the 
problems that will shortly confront us. 
They do however, point to the fact that 
libraries must build their programs out of 
the needs of the people they serve; that 
those needs must be anticipated in advance 
of their development ; and that to meet their 
responsibility in carrying through an or- 
derly, sound postwar adjustment of na- 
tional life, our institutions must at this time 
organize their services and prepare their 
personnel for the difficult times ahead. 
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An Experimental Institute on 


Demobilization and Readjustment 


T THE REQUEST of the A.L.A. Execu- 
A tive Board the state library associa- 
tions of Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin 
held an experimental regional institute on 
demobilization and readjustment, March 
4-5, in Chicago. Most of the 250 librarians 
attending the institute came from these 
three states but representatives of other 
states, including Washington, California, 
Minnesota, Tennessee, New Jersey, Michi- 
gan, and Pennsylvania, also were present. 
Chief credit for the program belongs to 
Pearl I. Field, president of the Illinois 
Library Association, who served as chair- 
man of the planning committee. 

The plan for discussion at two sessions 
combined a symposium and a panel with 
excellent results. At the first session the 
U.S. Selective Service regional field agent, 
the regional director of the U.S. War Man- 
power Commission, and the director of ex- 
tension, University of Illinois, presented 
background information from their respec- 
tive fields. A panel of librarians composed 
of President Warren, President-Elect Vitz, 
and Executive Secretary Milam of the 
A:L.A., and Ralph M. Dunbar, chief of 
the Library Service Division, U.S. Office 
of Education, questioned the symposium 
group and commented on their remarks in 
terms of library services. 

“What Industry, Labor, and Educational 
Agencies Are Doing; How Libraries Can 
Cooperate,” was the general subject of the 
second session. In the symposium group the 
general organizer of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union presented 
the point of view of labor; the assistant per- 
sonnel director of the Victor Adding Ma- 
chine Company, that of industry; and a 


member of the faculty of the University of 
Chicago, that of educational agencies. The 
panel included a library trustee who is a 
vocational guidance expert, a staff member 
of the Chicago Adult Education Council 
who is a librarian, and three librarians. 

The general plan was varied for discus- 
sion of “The Library’s Program” at the 
third session. With unique success Ralph 
A. Ulveling drew from the preceding ses- 
sions the problems of readjustment which 
will face men and women returned from 
service in the armed forces and wartime 
employment and their effect on the services 
of libraries. The panel of librarians at this 
session focused attention on the problems of 
libraries of all types through questions and 
answers among themselves and with par- 
ticipants from the audience. 

The combination of symposium and panel 
was highly successful in building a back- 
ground of information and in utilizing the 
knowledge of experts who could not attend 
all sessions. The panels of librarians main- 
tained an emphasis on the problems of li- 
braries and drew from the symposium 
speakers their interpretations of the place of 
libraries in relation to problems in their own 
fields. A high degree of informality was 
achieved, particularly at the third session 
of the institute. 

It has been suggested that at other in- 
stitutes background information might be 
limited to the first session and that part of 
such information might be summarized by 
a librarian after consultation with experts 
representing several community interests. 
Something must be said, however, for bring- 
ing librarians face to face with experts from 
various fields and obtaining at the moment 
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of discussion the opinions of these experts 
on questions of library cooperation with 
their particular groups. A strict limitation 
of time for each symposium speaker would 
probably be the best solution. 

. The number of symposium speakers must 
depend upon the major interests of the area 
from which institute members are drawn. 
In the Chicago area the speakers represented 
interests which could be discussed at na- 
tional as well as state and local levels. 

The Chicago institute demonstrated 
clearly that demobilization and readjust- 
ment will affect all librarians and all types 
of libraries. On an equal footing librarians 
from college and university libraries, special 
libraries, and school libraries, as well as 
public libraries and state library agencies, 


stated their problems and contributed to the 
discussion. 

The institute was fortunate in having as 
leader of discussion Harold F. Brigham, 
director of the Indiana State Library. Skill 
in guiding discussion to a continuing empha- 
sis on implications for libraries should be a 
major consideration in the selection of a 
discussion leader. Nonlibrarian leaders will 
usually be more expert than librarians in 
the techniques of discussion but many will 
lack background on library affairs. The 
organizers of later institutes may want to 
consider having as leader a librarian who 
also has ability in directing discussion. 

Anita M. Hostetter, Chief 
Department of Library Education 
and Personnel 


Scholarships and Fellowships 


THE University of Chicago Graduate 
Library School announces that four schol- 
arships, two for full tuition and two for 
half tuition, will be offered in 1944-45 to 
students in the bachelor of library science 
curriculum. Applications may be made by 
(1) students with four years of successful 
college work who are eligible for a one-year 
program of professional study and (2) stu- 
dents with two years of successful college 
work who are eligible for a three-year pro- 
gram combining study in general college 
subjects and librarianship. Applications 
must be filed by June 15, 1944; forms may 
be obtained from the library school. 

The University of Michigan offers a 
limited number of library service scholar- 
ships and fellowships for 1944-45. The 
scholarships are open to candidates for the 
A.B.L.S. degree in the department of li- 


brary science. Holders may enroll for not 
more than eight hours of class work a semes- 
ter and are scheduled thirty-nine hours 
weekly in the general library. Appoint- 
ment is for one year and may be renewed 
for a second year. The stipend for eleven 
months, July 1 to May 30, is $1200. Li- 
brary service fellowships are held by candi- 
dates for the A.M.L.S. degree. The fellows 
may carry not more than half the normal 
load of study expected in the department of 
library science and they serve thirty-nine 
hours weekly in the general library. The 
stipend for the period July 1 to May 30 is 
$1450. Applications for both scholarships 
and fellowships should be made by May 1, 
1944; awards will be announced June I. 
Address inquiries to Warner G. Rice, direc- 
tor, General Library, University of Michi- 
gan, Ann Arbor. 






































Learning without a Teacher 


FRANCIS J. BROWN 


Mr. Brown, consultant to the American Council on Education, finds 
implications for postwar adult education in the self-teaching materials 


developed for the U.S. Armed Forces Institute. 


." WAR SITUATION has created an un- 
precedented educational challenge 
wherever American men and women in uni- 
form are stationed. The rapid mobility of 
troops and the unpredictable time schedules 
make it impossible to transfer the usual in- 
structional methods of schools and colleges 
to meet the needs of men and women in 
uniform. New techniques of instruction 
have been developed to meet the training 
needs of war. Even less applicable are tradi- 
tional instruction materials to the off-duty 
time of the military; many are stationed in 
far-flung observation posts, others move fre- 
quently, sometimes as a unit, sometimes only 
as individuals. Organized class instructions 
with well-equipped libraries are for many 
totally impossible, yet there has been a per- 
sistent demand for educational materials. 
The meeting of these needs is a vital factor 
in the morale of the troops. 

The U.S. Armed Forces Institute which 
provides correspondence courses to more 
than one hundred thousand men and wom- 
en in uniform is one move on the part of 
the military to meet the need. Established 
originally at Madison, Wis., subsidiary cen- 
ters have been formed in a number of over- 
seas theatres of operation. 

Correspondence courses entail a continuity 
of interest and prompt handling of lessons 
that under circumstances of war are ex- 
tremely difficult to maintain. It became ap- 
parent that some new type of material 
needed to be developed which would in it- 


self provide all of the essential aids to learn- 
ing and would eliminate the necessity of a 
teacher, whether in person or as one to cor- 
rect correspondence lessons. The answer 
was the development of self-teaching texts. 
Demand for such material was spontaneous 
and immediate and to date something more 
than two and one-half million copies of such 
instructional materials have been sent to 
every corner of the world where American 
military personnel is stationed. 

In September 1942 the Education Branch 
of the Special Services Division, now in the 
Army Education and Information Division, 
arranged with the American Council on 
Education to set up the editorial staff for the 
U.S. Armed Forces Institute (U.S.A.F.1.). 
The function of this staff was to select and 
prepare “‘self-teaching materials to supple- 
ment the institute’s correspondence courses.” 
The Education Branch explained, “We 
want books immediately for short courses 
which men can study by themselves—books 
in mathematics, science, English, shorthand, 
typewriting, bookkeeping. Cover most of 
the standard high school curricula, and re- 
member the book will be the student’s only 
teacher.” 

There was obviously not time to have new 
textbooks written for this purpose. The 
plan adopted, therefore, was to arrange for 
the modification and reissuing of exist- 
ing textbooks. Subject matter authorities, 
school officials, high school principals, super- 
visors, department heads, and teachers were 
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asked to recommend the books best suited 
to U.S.A.F.I. requirements. The textbook 
publishers were then called upon to cooper- 
ate by providing the assistance of their edi- 
tors and authors in converting a book 
designed for use by high school boys and 
girls in the normal teaching and classroom 
situation into a text for servicemen who 
had no teacher. The ready and generous 
response to these appeals reflected the uni- 
versal desire of educators and publishers to 
contribute as largely as possible to the war 
effort. 


Basic PRINCIPLES 


In converting standard school textbooks 
into self-teaching texts for the U.S.A.F.I. 
certain basic principles are followed: 


1. U.S.A.F.I. self-teaching courses must be 
kept short. A man who plans to work by him- 
self is much more likely to undertake and to 
complete a short course than a long one. The 
short course permits a smaller textbook, easy 
to use in all sorts of situations and one that 
can be stuffed into a soldier’s tunic pocket. 

2. U.S.A.F.I. self-teaching texts are built on 
the assumption that they are all for “elective” 
courses. Service personnel in off-duty time 
is not required to enroll or to study. A man 
who voluntarily uses his free time to study 
and applies for a course in physics really 
wants to learn physics. He is not interested 
in the kind of motivation which has been in- 
cluded in most schoolbooks, which seeks to 
stimulate an artificial interest in the subject 
matter of the course. Rather he is looking 
for instruction in which all frills and digres- 
sions have been eliminated and which gets to 
the heart of the subject just as speedily as 
possible. As compared with many high school 
textbooks these self-teaching courses might 
properly be described as “hard-boiled.” For 
their motivation they depend upon man-to-man 
explanations with all extraneous and super- 
ficial motivation eliminated. 

3. The teacher must be put into the book. 
It must be so written that the student knows 
at every point in the course precisely what is 
expected of him. He must, furthermore, be 
provided at all times with some means of 
evaluating his performance and his under- 
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standing of the work that he has completed. 
Books are broken up into units which are not 
too difficult to assimilate at one sitting, and 
the student is given a chance to check himself 
on his understanding of each subject unit. He 
is also provided with standards against which 
he can measure his accomplishments, through 
the self-checks, usually in the form of specific 
answers to problems, exercises, and practice 
material. Cumulative self-checking reviews 
are included at the end of the text, one to de 
taken at approximately the midpoint of each 
course and the other at the end. In all these 
review and self-checking devices there is no 
question of the individual’s cheating, for he 
can cheat only himself. They are included 
entirely as instructional aids and the student 
is encouraged to use them only for their value 
to him. 

4. Questions, problems, exercises, and study 
assignments must, in general, be of the “con- 
trolled” type. With no teacher on hand to 
evaluate the essay type of question, extensive 
use has been made of multiple choice, comple- 
tion, and matching check-ups. The knowledge 
that he can accurately, at frequent intervals, 
check the extent of his learning encourages 
the student to carry out the assignment. 
Otherwise he would probably feel that the 
text had failed to provide one of the most es- 
sential aids to learning which is offered by 
the actual instructor. 


MoTIVATION 


5. Even students who voluntarily elect their 
courses need to be tempted to carry through 
study assignments. The knowledge that the 
answers are in the back of the book puts some- 
thing of the popular quiz or game spirit into 
questions and exercises. To encourage the 
student still further he is asked to write his 
answers in the book, and blank spaces are left 
for those answers. The frequent use of the 
objective-test form tempts the student to try 
his hand at a self-checking exercise in much 
the same way that many a commuter is 
tempted to see what he can do with a cross- 
word puzzle in the evening newspaper. 

6. The teacher is further introduced into 
the books themselves by the “keying” of self- 
checking exercises. In connection with each 
item the paragraph, page, or section of the 
text is given to which the student should re- 
fer if he fails to get the right answer for an 
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item and does not understand why. By this 
means the student himself determines what 
further study is necessary if he is to meet the 
objectives of the course. 

7. Reliance is placed on the student’s ability 
to read intelligently and to comprehend what 
he has read. He is not expected to apply that 
knowledge and understanding to new princi- 
ples and new situations until he has satisfied 
himself, through self-checking devices provided 
for this purpose, that he is ready to do so. 
Nearly all of the instruction is necessarily 
limited to the printed page and the attempt to 
profit by that instruction can hardly fail to 
develop desirable reading skills. 


The self-teaching materials of the Armed 
Forces Institute are being used extensively 
as textbooks in organized group instruction. 
It is impossible, of course, to find competent 
instructors for all classes which are set up 
on a group instruction basis. In many in- 
stances the man in charge of the class has 
had little or no formal teaching experience 
and can provide only a kind of monitor or 
supervisory study service. ‘There is conse- 
quently a real advantage in having self- 
teaching features in the books which are 
used for group instruction. These features 
put individual students on their own re- 
sponsibility and take over a large part of 
the responsibility of the inexperienced in- 
structor. At the same time, when compe- 
tent teachers are available, they adapt these 
self-teaching features to their own require- 
ments and use them as they contribute to 
their own instructional program. 


MATERIALS FoR GROUPS 


With the rapid spread of voluntary group 
instruction through the armed forces, self- 
teaching texts are being equipped with study 
materials which are particularly useful in 
the group situation. Questions and prob- 
lems for discussion are included as well as 
every type of assignment which can be used 
in situations where there is an instructor to 
evaluate results and guide the work of the 
students. 


The materials that are adapted particu- 
larly to group study can at the same time be 
used advantageously as correspondence as- 
signments. Consequently, the student who 
has in his hands a self-teaching text is en- 
couraged to ask for lesson service from the 
nearest branch of the U.S.A.F.I., if he feels 
the need of help in the work of the course. 
Self-teaching texts are thus becoming three- 
way instructional devices: they provide ade- 
quate teaching help for the student who 
must work alone; they include ‘assignments 
especially designed for group instruction; 
and they serve as a basis for correspondence 
instruction and lesson service. 


SuByEecT FIELps 


In determining the subject-matter fields 
for which study materials should be pro- 
vided, those responsible for the program 
have been guided by the interests of military 
personnel as reflected by enrolment in spe- 
cific correspondence courses, by information 
procured by the Research Branch regarding 
the study interest of soldiers, and by the pop- 
ularity of the courses in civilian institutions. 

It has, of course, not been possible to meet 
all of the off-duty educational needs of mili- 
tary personnel with existing publications or 
with modification of these publications. In 
a number of areas new materials had to be 
developed to meet specific military require- 
ments and objectives. Special courses in 
oral language, a self-teaching course in 
radio code, a self-teaching course in begin- 
ning arithmetic, a beginning course in read- 
ing, a simple first course in oral harmony 
and the reading of music, and a book about 
jobs, are examples of such materials. 

At the present time there are more than 
seventy-five textbooks and workbooks on 
such diverse subjects as bookkeeping and 
accounting for a retail store, spoken Italian, — 
and modern news reporting. The publish- 
ers who have prepared texts will be privi- 

(Continued on page 172) 














A.L.A. Publishing 
A Three-Ring Circus 


EVERETT O. FONTAINE 


The chief of the Department of Publishing and Cooperative Services’ has 
prepared the fourth in the series of articles on Headquarters 
activities requested by President Warren. 


HE A.L.A. PUBLISHING DEPART- 

MENT is like a three-ring circus. In 
the center ring occupied by the chief (a 
small office looking out on Tribune Tower, 
the Wrigley clock, and the river, and with a 
file of A.L.A. books and a Currier and Ives 
reproduction as its only decoration) is con- 
centrated the planning and preparation of 
manuscripts. To and from this small cubi- 
cle flow suggestions and ideas, correspond- 
ence, manuscripts, outlines, and criticisms, 
all of them involving some of the sixty or 
more boards and committees of the A.L.A. 
and of its divisions. Library and educa- 
tional literature is scanned, activities of 
formal and informal groups are watched, 
expressed and implied needs for books or 
pamphlets are investigated by the depart- 
ment and the groups to be served, outlines 
for books take shape, authors are ap- 
proached, and at long last manuscripts are 
written. But that is only a good beginning. 
Criticism of manuscripts involves specialists 
in the field. From the comments they make, 
summaries with recommendations are pre- 
pared for authors, revision then gets under 
way, and in due time manuscripts ready for 


publication emerge. Unlike*a ringmaster, 


1Mr. Fontaine joined the A.L.A. staff in 1924 as 
sales and advertising assistant. Following his pro- 
fessional library training at Illinois and a lieuten- 


“ancy in the Coast Artillery during World War I, he 


spent two years with the Navy camp library service. 
After training in the School of Commerce at North- 
western University and several years of business 
experience, Mr. Fontaine came to the A.L.A. 


the chief cannot crack the whip but must 
coax and appeal to professional loyalty. Pa- 
tience, a necessity rather than a virtue, 
usually wins out so that each year ten or a 
dozen books see the light of day. 

Three years is probably an average for 
the preparation of most books which, with 
few exceptions, are planned to meet known, 
though sometimes limited, needs. Occasion- 
ally, titles to meet emergencies are produced 
in a few months. At any one time a hun- 
dred or more publishing projects are in 
various stages of development, a third to a 
half of them fairly active. Some manu- 
scripts already written are of course offered, 
but if the department depended upon them 
the output would be extremely sporadic and 
many gaps in library literature would go 
unfilled. 

All of the work involved in getting 
acceptable manuscripts for publication is 
under the supervision of the Editorial Com- 
mittee whose present chairman is Wharton 
Miller, of Syracuse University Library and 
Library School. The committee is con- 
sulted on all matters of policy and approves 
outlines, authors, and manuscripts. The 
Executive Board also approves manuscripts 
before they are finally accepted for publica- 
tion. Teamwork between Headquarters 
and committees, boards, and divisions must 
be credited for whatever results are 
achieved. ‘There is a splendid display of 
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professional interest, loyalty, and pride and, 
to the everlasting credit of the membership, 
a noticeable lack of any evidence of personal 
aggrandizement. ‘The chief of the depart- 
ment has a secretary, Mrs. Florence Pflaum, 
and one assistant, Amelia Kearns, who puts 
about two-thirds of her time on the Sudb- 
scription Books Bulletin. 


EpIrorRIAL DIvIsION 


In the second ring of this three-ring circus 
is Pauline Love, editor of publications, who 
with two assistants and a secretary occupies 
two offices. Her responsibility is the final 
editing of manuscripts, the setting of me- 
chanical specifications for the books, proof- 
reading, and the handling of all relations 
with printers and binders. As a gentle re- 
minder that “Ye russhe jobbe is ye horryde 
thyng,” a printer’s lament hangs above her 
desk; directly behind is a second working 
space with tilted top, drawing board, T- 


‘square, inks, paints, and other paraphernalia 


used in book design. On her shelves are 
books of type faces, samples of binding cloths 
(few of which are now available), paper 
and printing samples, and other accoutre- 
ments of the book designer’s art. Following 
Harold English, recently resigned, in this 
job she modestly disclaims any hope of soon 
attaining his facility in the manipulation of 
all of these tools. 

When a manuscript approved for publica- 
tion comes to her office, she and her library- 
trained assistant, Dorothy M. Johnson, take 
on the additional job with all the agility of 
jugglers. Following careful study, a pat- 
tern for editorial work on the manuscript is 
established for the guidance of the assistant 
while Mrs. Love turns to the design of the 
book and to the drawing up of specifications 
for the printer. In due time production, 
which is rapidly becoming the trickiest act 
in the ring, gets under way. W.P.B. regu- 
lations on both the kinds of paper that can 
be made and the amount that a publisher 


may use have forced resorting to new for- 
mats, lighter weight paper, smaller type, 
and narrower margins. The few cloths 
available for binding is another limiting fac- 
tor, to say nothing of the shortage of man- 
power, government demands on printers and 
binders, delays in transportation and in the 
mails. 

Once the manuscript goes to the printer, 
Mrs. Margaret Hickey, former editor of the 
National Audubon Society’s bimonthly 4u- 
dubon Magazine, bows into the ring to keep 
the show going. As proofreader and pro- 
duction assistant she reads proof, checks 
specifications, sends proof to authors, checks 
schedules with printers, and generally as- 
sists in the production routine. 

Gladys Mazanec as the editor’s secretary 
is on hand to help with the whole perform- 
ance. In addition to handling correspond- 
ence for the editor and the assistant to the 
chief, she records all deliveries and printing 
and binding bills, keeps records of paper 
stocks on hand, makes cost sheets on the 
finished books, and sends copies of each new 
book to the author and to the copyright of- 
fice. 

Editing, designing, and production are in 
simultaneous progress sometimes on as many 
as eight or ten jobs so that the performance 
is always varied and exciting. There is 
never a dull moment. 


SALES AND ADVERTISING 


In the third ring of our circus well- 
trained performers are carrying on tempo- 
rarily without a ringmaster. Until a few 
weeks ago Ralph T. Esterquest, also a com- 
petent juggler, kept several balls in the air 
with all of the assurance of the seasoned 
performer. His first and foremost responsi- 
bility as sales and advertising assistant was 
to see that A.L.A. books are known and 
used ; otherwise all that goes into them is 
wasted. Hence the desirability through ad- 
vertising, publicity, exhibits, and other de- 
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vices of promoting A.L.A. books as widely 
as possible and of calling them, to the atten- 
tion of all whom they might help. Would 
that those they can help responded in greater 
numbers! If they did we would be selling 
five or ten thousand copies of books instead 


’ of two or three and at greatly reduced prices. 


Concerted national consideration of basic 
problems and wide use of basic tools would 
help bring to libraries the recognition 
that only superior service can bring. It is 
a triusm that library literature needs wider 
distribution and more intensive use if li- 
brarianship is to maintain, or perhaps even 
attain, the stature of a profession. It is also 
true that library literature will grow in 
stature only in relation to the professional 
growth of librarians themselves, as it is but 
a mirror of their performance and of their 
thinking. 

Mr. Esterquest’s second responsibility was 
the sale of advertising space in the Booklist. 
This involves close contact with publishers 
and advertising agencies and a close watch 
on books listed in the Booklist, as books are 
advertised only if they are listed. It means 
trips to New York (the budget permits only 
one a year which is wholly inadequate) and 
a large volume of correspondence, much of it 
competently handled by his secretary, Grace 
Roberts. A third responsibility of Ester- 
quest’s was the general supervision of billing 
and shipping operations and the routine 
correspondence connected with the handling 
of orders and of inquiries about A.L.A. 
titles. This work is in the able hands of 
Isabel Hemphill with Shirley Scott as bill- 
ing assistant, Ernest Duckworth as shipping 
clerk, and Toshiko Kurotsuchi as stenogra- 
pher and clerk. It should be said that dur- 
ing the sixteen months that Mr. Esterquest 
was with us there was a complete turnover 
in the personnel handling the work for 
which he was responsible. With some posi- 
tions having to be filled several times, 
personnel procedures became one of his unex- 


pected sidelines. One of his “main acts,” 
which the war prevented his staging, was the 
management of exhibits at A.L.A. confer- 
ences. 


THE Book List 


To speak of the Booklist as a side show 
to the three-ring circus perhaps isn’t unfair 
if one thinks of it as one of those attractions 
which is better known than the performance 
under the big top. Maybe it is the A.L.A.’s 
Tom Thumb or Jenny Lind—certainly it 
has a far-flung reputation and following that 
any going concern might envy. 

By and large the A.L.A. is better known 
through the Booklist than through any one 
of its other activities, thanks to the founda- 
tions laid in the early 1900’s and to the un- 
derstanding and capable guidance given it 
by a succession of editors including Elva 
Bascom, May Macsee, Emily Miller, and, 
from 1927 to November 1943, Zaidee B. 
Vosper. Under her direction it has become 
more and more indispensable to an ever- 
widening audience (a steady growth from 
5700 to 9300 subscribers) and into it has 
been built, as one so aptly put it, Miss Vos- 
per’s own fitting and lasting memorial. 

The work in the Booklist office is a con- 
stant struggle against a flood of books from 
the publishers and against the printer’s dead- 
lines. Twice a month the printer demands 
“copy” and to give it to him six people and 
a part-time clerical worker are kept busy. 
The outward serenity of the Booklist office 
belies the inner workings all meshed and 
geared to the one purpose of giving sub- 
scribers as quickly as possible considered 
judgment on the books most likely to 
prove useful. Each year about five thousand 
books and one thousand pamphlets are re- 
ceived. Those which by reason of subject 
matter, popular appeal, or authorship are 
obvious library purchases are selected at 
once, and notes written; others are held for 
the opinions of cooperating librarians to 
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whom lists are sent each week. Final selec- 
tions are made, guided by the votes received, 
from examination of the books themselves. 
All fiction and children’s books are read 
with care; others are sampled as much as is 
necessary. 

Eileen Duggan, acting editor, and Edna 
Vanek review adult books, and during 
January and February were assisted by Kar- 
line Brown, lent temporarily by the Cincin- 
nati Public Library. During March and 
April Judith Sollenberger, of the Indian- 
apolis Public Library, is assisting. Helen E. 
Kinsey has entire responsibility for chil- 
dren’s books and for the young people’s list. 
Miss Vanek handles classification and sub- 
ject headings when L.C. cards are not avail- 
able. Copy for the printer is prepared by 
Mrs. Elizabeth Foster who is also responsi- 
ble for proofreading. Isabelle Anderson is 
secretary to the editor and Ruth Rund- 
strom indexes reviews and records votes of 
cooperating librarians. 

Since Booklist listings should in no sense 
be considered as unqualified recommenda- 
tions, its annotations are a very important 
feature. Most subscribers very likely take 
them for granted but it is only the person 
who has tried in sixty words to present all 
information the librarian needs about a 
book’s scope, bias, difficulty, and authority, 
to give adequate warnings, and to make the 
whole lively and readable, who has any con- 
ception of the insight and the skill required. 


The ‘Disaster 


The A.L.A. can be proud of the annotations 
which appear in the Booklist. Each one, 
prepared by the reviewer, is scrutinized by 
the editor before copy goes to the printer. 

There are many demands on the editor’s 
time other than the preparation of the Book- 
list. There is of course a considerable corre- 
spondence with publishers, visits from pub- 
lishers’ representatives, reading of advance 
book information, and the making of ar- 
rangements and necessary follow-up with 
compilers of special lists. Also, as a divi- 
sion chief at Headquarters, the editor is in- 
evitably drawn into the consideration of 
some general matters and into the clearing 
of interdepartmental routines, policies, and 
responsibilities. 





Booklist subscriptions are handled in the 
Accounting Department as are all the finan- 
cial records of general publishing. The chief 
of the department is responsible for the 
Booklist budget as well as for the publishing 
budget. Like Publishing, the Booklist aims 
neither to make nor lose money but to break 
even. Publishing’s accounts are more often 
in the red than in the black; however, if it 
stopped operations today its stock on hand 
and its accounts receivable would several 
times cover the deficit. Its budget provides 
not only for its own activities but for ac- 
counting, filing, and other services supplied 
by the general office and for its share of gen- 
eral Headquarters expense. 


of Ignorance 


As A CULTURE, we are cumulating our disabilities and the resulting strains incident to 
daily living at a rate faster than social legislation, education, and all the agencies for 
“reform” are managing to harness our new knowledge in the reduction of these disabili- 
ties. We are becoming culturally illiterate faster than all these agencies are managing 
to make us literate in the use of the potentialities of the culture. 


Rosert S. Lynp 
In Knowledge for What? 
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Spiritual Values to Meet Postwar Needs 


ANDREW B. LEMKE 


The Rev. Mr. Lemke, trustee of the Matson Public Library, Princeton, 
Ill., is chairman of the A.L.A. Trustees Division. 


UNCTIONALLY the church and library 
F are dissimilar but organically there are 
striking similarities and their ideals come 
close to being identical. 

Both thrive in an atmosphere of uni- 
versalism and brotherhood and both suffer 
if forced to endure the oppressive limitations 
of fear, frustration, and fanaticism. ‘The 
breath of life to both is the broad, clear 
view which encompasses wide horizons. 

The spiritual values which these institu- 
tions offer to the peoples and community 
groups of the postwar world are the values 
inherent in their own survival—namely, 
universality, brotherhood, discrimination, 
tolerance. 

Into the melting-pot of postwar America 
are going to be thrown all the elements of 
global culture which the men and women 
of the armed forces will have collected on 
their courageous march to places of conflict 
in every corner of the world. From the 
most populous city to the most isolated com- 
munity of our land the impact will be felt. 

The initial stimulus engendered by the 
return of our fighting forces will not die 
down, because the emergent airways of the 
world, crisscrossing all the continents, will 
continually and steadily feed the postwar 
mind. The narrow grooves of traditional- 
ism must inevitably give way to the wide 
open spaces of global strategy in commerce, 
in politics, and in culture. 

At present the world is a Tower of Babel. 
The great spiritual need of the times is to 
supplant this with world integration. 


It might well be a planned purpose on the 
part of the congregations of both church 
and library to seek membership and responsi- 
bilities in the farm, labor, professional, sery- 
ice, and art groups of the community, with 
the express object in mind of infiltrating the 
ideals of church and library into the plan- 
ning of the respective bodies. 

These ideals will be needed at the close 
of the war. The dislocated war workers 
and the returning servicemen will find their 
old communities struggling to make the ad- 
justment from wartime duress to a peace- 
time tempo. The millions of unemployed, 
who at the outbreak of war gave the coun- 
try the manpower reserve and punch needed 
to put over the war effort, will be the un- 
employed again. ‘There will be claims of 
priority on old jobs to be met. 

These dislocated war workers and return- 
ing servicemen are not going to be puppets 
who will be manipulated by community 
planners. On the contrary, they will have 
an important voice in any re-created post- 
war community. Plans must be kept fluid 
so that finally their hopes and wishes may 
be influencing factors in formulating the 
ideal community pattern. 

Our country has the wealth and tech- 
niques to resolve these problems, but it must 
be sustained by a character and spiritual 
vision commensurate to the need. The 
church and library are that sustaining 
influence, because these institutions are 
dedicated to the ideals of universality, 
brotherhood, discrimination, and tolerance. 
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Summer Institutes and Workshops 


pans will find at library schools in 
the summer of 1944 a variety of work- 
shops, institutes, and refresher, courses in 
addition to courses regularly offered. In- 
formation about fees, credit, and similar de- 
tails should be obtained from the library 
schools. Not all the schools could report 
their plans in time for publication in this 
issue of the Bulletin. Additional notes may 
be ready for publication in May. 

“Library Extension” will be the general 
subject of the institute conducted by the 
University of Chicago Graduate Library 
School, August 2r-26. The purpose of the 
program will be to propose working plans 
for extending the areas, enlarging the units, 
and improving the patterns of library serv- 
ice after the war. Speakers will include li- 
brary leaders and specialists in government, 
education, and the general extension field. 
Among the topics to be considered are: state 
and federal aid, the state library agency, 
patterns of local government and library or- 
ganization, contracts for library service, li- 
brary cooperation, and bookmobile service. 
A full-time three-week course on “Larger 
Units of Library Service,” August 21—Sep- 
tember 9, will follow the institute with spe- 
cial study of methods of extending the size 
and effectiveness of library units. 

An intensive refresher course on “The 
Public Library after the War” is scheduled 
for the three weeks preceding the institute, 
beginning July 31. Ima series of fifteen dis- 
cussion periods combined with readings and 
special assignments the faculty will present 
the most recent methods and plans in public 
library administration and service. Each 
registrant will develop a postwar plan for 
his own library. 

A workshop for school librarians directed 


by Mildred L. Batchelder, chief of the 


A.L.A. School and Children’s Library Di- 
vision, is scheduled June 19—July 29 at the 
University of Chicago. Librarians will fo- 
cus attention on special projects connected 
with their own work, but the library work- 
shop will be closely integrated with 
workshops in elementary and secondary 
education conducted by the department of 
education. 

The Catholic University of America De- 
partment of Library Science is sponsoring 
an institute on elementary school libraries, 
June 27-29. The three days will be de- 
voted respectively to the organization of 
the elementary school library, to library re- 
sources outside the school, and to reading 
and the school library. The work of the 
Catholic University Child Center in biblio- 
therapy and remedial reading will be demon- 
strated in clinics. Library leaders and edu- 
cators from all sections of the country will 
participate in the institute as a contribution 
to the effort of the library school and the 
Catholic Library Association to build up 
Catholic elementary school libraries. 

An Inter-American Education Workshop 
will be offered by the Social Science Founda- 
tion, the Center for Latin-American Studies, 
and the School of Librarianship of the Uni- 
versity of Denver on the University Park 
campus, June 19—July 21. This intensive 
program of study centering around the edu- 
cational aspects of inter-American affairs 
and the minority group problems in the 
Southwest will include instruction in the 
Spanish or Portuguese languages and semi- 
nars on (1) the socio-economic backgrounds 
of inter-American relations, (2) the cul- 
tural aspects, and (3) the political and so- 
cial conditions and problems of language 
barriers. Specialists and lay people actively 
engaged in work in each area will be present 
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for the weeks during which the particular 
area of their interest will be considered. 
Samuel Guy Inman, author of Latin 
America; Its Place in World Life, will be 
in residence during the entire five weeks. 
One seminar a week will demonstrate to the 
whole workshop group the library’s place 
in each subject field. 

In addition there will be library seminars 
during the last three weeks. Lewis Hanke, 
director of the Hispanic Foundation, Li- 
brary of Congress, will discuss the libraries 
of the Americas and related subjects, July 
3-14, and during July 17-21 the problems 
of establishing library schools and American 
libraries in the other Americas will be under 
consideration. Participation is planned for 
librarians who wish information for use in 
this country, for those who wish to go 
abroad for work, and particularly for Latin 
American librarians who are now studying 
in the United States and who later are to 
teach library science in Latin America. 

Under direction of the Denver library 
school faculty an institute, July 31-August 
4, will be devoted to problems of presenting 
reference work in library schools. Both 
reference librarians and those teaching ref- 
erence work on any level will be welcome 
as participants. 

The University of Illinois Library School 
will hold its third institute for public and 
school librarians in Urbana, July 6-8. The 
theme will be “The Librarian as a Com- 
munity Leader.” 

The Kellogg Library and the Library 
School, Kansas State Teachers College of 
Emporia, in cooperation with the Kansas 
Library Association, will hold an in-service 
library institute at the college, June 13-16. 
Nora Beust, specialist in school libraries, Li- 
brary Service Division, U.S. Office of Edu- 
cation, and L. Marion Moshier, senior li- 
brary supervisor of public libraries, Division 
of Adult Education and Library Extension, 
New York State Education Department, 


are two of the leaders expected to attend. 
The program for the four days is designed 
to be of special benefit to librarians of small 
public libraries and of school libraries in 
rural areas. ‘Tentative plans include lec- 
tures and workshops in library administra- 
tion, cataloging, and book selection. Lead- 
ers will be available for individual confer- 
ences. 

At the University of Southern California 
Graduate School of Library Science plans 
are under way for a workshop for special 
librarians to be given for one week in the 
latter part of August. The workshop will 
be directed by the regular library school 
faculty supplemented by special lecturers. 

Western Reserve University School of 
Library Science and the Ohio State Library 
will sponsor jointly a refresher course and an 
institute for librarians in service, July 10- 
21. In the refresher program two weeks of 
instruction will be given in library adminis- 
tration, the library and its public relations, 
children’s work, and reference materials. 
Institute lectures on the theme “Informa- 
tion through Print and Other Sources” will 
be scheduled three afternoons of each week 
during the period. Well-known local and 
out-of-Cleveland lecturers from the field 
of librarianship, the press, the radio, and the 
moving picture will be scheduled. If a suf- 
ficient number register by June 1 for the 
special program, the university will open 
one of its residence houses, July 8-22. 

Texas State College for Women Library 
Science Department will hold a workshop 
for teacher-librarians and high school teach- 
ers, June 27—July 19. The object is to ac- 
quaint prospective teachers and teachers-in- 
service with the facilities of the high school 
library as a laboratory for enriching and 
vitalizing the curriculum. 


Anita M. Hostetter, Chief 
Department of Library Education and 
Personnel 




















-—_— oo ae oo OUekhClCU 


— 














—— 





A Division of Public Libraries 


N INFORMAL GROUP met at A.L.A. 
Headquarters on March 6 to discuss 
the establishment of a division of public li- 
braries. The following persons were pres- 
ent: Carl Vitz, chairman of the Librarians 
of Large Libraries Round Table; Wayne 
Shirley, chairman of the Committee on Di- 
visional Relations; Muriel S$. Marchant, 
head, County Department, Public Library, 
Racine, Wis., and executive secretary, Li- 
brary Extension Division; Martha B. Mer- 
rell, librarian, Public Library, Racine, 
Wis.; Richard B. Sealock, acting librarian, 
Public Library, Gary, Ind.; Magnus K. 
Kristoffersen, librarian, City Library, Lin- 
coln, Neb., and chairman of the Lending 
Round Table; Walter H. Kaiser, librarian, 
Public Library, Muncie, Ind.; Mrs. Mary 
B. Kenan, librarian, Muskegon County Li- 
brary, Muskegon Heights, Mich., and a di- 
rector of the County and Regional Libraries 
Section of the Library Extension Division ; 
Ralph A. Ulveling, librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Detroit; and also Carl H. Milam, 
Julia Wright Merrill, and Cora M. Beatty, 
of the Headquarters staff. 

Petitions signed by nearly twelve hundred 
members have been received requesting the 
formation of a division of public libraries. 
The group approved a proposed letter to the 
Council asking for a first vote on the es- 
tablishment of the division. It agreed on 
a communication to the petitioners asking 
for the appointment of a consititution and 
by-laws committee. 

There has been a growing demand among 
members of the A.L.A. for a public libraries 
division. From the adult education, busi- 
ness and technology, small libraries, and 
branch libraries groups have come formal 
requests. The same suggestion has been 
made by many individuals, and now in re- 


sponse to the December 4.L.4. Bulletin 
notice (pages 471-72) we have the formal 
petitions as stated above. They have come 
from librarians and assistants in public li- 
braries of all sizes. 

The group meeting in Chicago thought 
that such a division: (1) would give an op- 
portunity for a large number of able mem- 
bers in the public library field, through the 
division itself and through its sections and 
committees, to make contributions needed in 
public library development and, in so doing, 
to develop strength in that part of our mem- 
bership to the advantage of the whole As- 
sociation; (2) would result in more united 
support for those objectives which are of 
primary concern to public libraries—in such 
matters as library extension, publicity, and 
federal relations; (3) could give more in- 
tensive attention to a large number of prob- 
lems which need study or restudy; for ex- 
ample: branch library service, lending serv- 
ice, labor-saving devices, public relations, 
education for adults and young adults, 
needed publications, personnel, area respon- 
sibilities, and relations to other agencies; 
(4) would give Council representation to 
public librarians and thereby increase their 
participation in the determination of A.L.A. 
policy. 

It was thought that, among others, the di- 
vision would probably have ‘sections on: 
adult education, branch libraries, business 
and technology, lending services, order and 
book selection, large libraries, medium-size 
libraries, small libraries—and possibly 
county libraries and state library extension 
agencies if the Library Extension Division 
chooses to be a part of this division. Many 
of these groups are already organized as 
round tables or sections. 

It now seems quite certain that the proj- 
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ect for a public libraries division will go for- 
ward. With this prospect before us, others 
whose interest falls in this area may wish to 
sign and forward petitions at this time, so 
that they also may contribute their think- 
ing and suggestions in setting up the frame- 
work of the division. The form for petition 
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was presented in the December 1943 
A.L.A. Bulletin (pages 471-72). Addi- 
tional petitions should be sent to A.L.A. 
Headquarters, 520 N. Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago 11, before 4 pril 30. 

Cart ViTz 

Chairman of the meeting 


Committee Appointments for 1944-45 


To CHIEF LIBRARIANS, DIRECTORS OF LI- 
BRARY SCHOOLS, PRESIDENTS OF STATE 
ASSOCIATIONS, STATE LIBRARY EXTEN- 
SION AGENCIES, AND ALL OTHER MEM- 
BERS OF THE A.L.A.: 


The strength of the American Library 
Association is in its boards and committees. 
They do the important spadework of the 
Association. It is they who carry the major 
responsibility for the thinking and planning 
which make library progress possible. 

The A.L.A. and its component divisions, 
sections, and round tables, are strong only 
as their committees are strong. If this be 
true, then the making of appointments to 
committees is a matter of prime importance, 
one of concern to all members. 

It is the responsibility of the Committee 
on Committee Appointments to present to 
the Executive Board a slate of some: hun- 
dreds of names and for more than eighty 
committees. This responsibility the com- 
mittee can carry out only with your help. 

How can-you help? You can help by: 
(1) Acquainting yourself with the machin- 
ery which operates your Association. Con- 
stitutions, by-laws, and organization details 
are perhaps dull. If understood, however, 
association activities become clear and of 
interest. Study the 4.L.4. Handbook. 
(2) Thinking over your associates in your 
state or local library associations, your di- 
vision or section, or your own or another li- 
brary. A former student or a one-time 


instructor may come to mind. Anyone with 
experience and judgment and the will to 
work in cooperation should be good com- 
mittee timber. (3) Sending the name to 
‘me or to a fellow member on the commit- 
tee. Name the committees for which 
suited and give other helpful information. 
You yourself may wish to volunteer. 

There should be many more suggestions 
than can be used this year. Those not used 
will be passed on to next year’s chairman or 
to officers of appropriate divisions and sec- 
tions for their possible use. 

Send your suggestions immediately. 
They are needed now. If sent to a commit- 
tee member, I would appreciate a copy. 
Your help will be a real help. 

Members of the committee are: Paul §. 
Ballance, Professional Engineers Library, 
Texas Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege, College Station; Mrs. Loleta Dawson 
Fyan, Michigan State Library, Lansing; 
Katharine M. Holden, Public Library, 
Yonkers, N.Y.; Harriet E. Howe, School 
of Librarianship, University of Denver, 
Denver ; Andrew B. Lemke, Matson Public 
Library, Princeton, Ill. ; Lucile M. Morsch, 
Library of Congress, Washington 25, D.C.; 
Charles B. Shaw, Swarthmore College Li- 
brary, Swarthmore, Pa.; Mary S. Wilkin- 
son, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 

Carv Vitz, Chairman 
Committee on Committee Appointments 
Public Library, Minneapolis 3 


























What They’re Doing 


The information included in this summary was compiled from material 
received at Headquarters from librarians throughout the country. 


ART of the books and magazines in the 

special collection recently opened in a 
room of the Coahuila State Library, Saltillo, 
Mexico, were furnished by the A.L.A. 
Books for Latin America Project. Ac- 
cording to the following report of the direc- 
tor of the department of languages of the 
Texas State College for Women at Den- 
ton, the books and magazines have contrib- 


uted materially to the life of the people in 
Saltillo. 


I could not exaggerate the enthusiasm of the 
people of Saltillo over the library. I never 
entered it that I was not thrilled and deeply 
moved by the interest and enthusiasm of the 
groups reading there: little children reading 
Black Sambo (their favorite), boys reading 
books and magazines about science and ma- 
chinery (or asking questions about pictures 
if they could not read English), girls reading 
Daddy Long Legs and poetry, mature women 
reading novels and poetry, doctors asking for 
books about medicine, lawyers looking for 
lawbooks, teachers interested in methods of 
teaching in the United States, etc. 


According to a shipbuilders’ magazine the 
concerts of recorded music provided by the 
Library Association of Portland, Ore., make 
“a swell break in a busy day.” The concerts 
are held in the library every day from 12 to 
2 and on Monday and Wednesday evenings 
from 7:30 to 8:50. 

The Language and Literature Division 
of the Brooklyn Public Library boasts a 
truly international complexion. Six na- 
tional origins are represented on a staff 
which claims command of ten languages and 
nodding acquaintance with several more. 
Greek, Italian, Chinese, Porto Rican, Hun- 


garian, and Armenian staff members man 
the division. To assist them in their serv- 
ices to those interested in foreign languages 
the division has phonograph courses in Span- 
ish, French, Italian, and German. ‘The 
records may be used in the library or bor- 
rowed for home use for a small charge. 

Two radio programs sponsored by the 
Denver Public Library were honored dur- 
ing the past year. “Outland Speaks,” the 
news interpretation program of the Denver 
library, won the first award for news inter- 
pretation programs at the Fourteenth In- 
stitute for Education by Radio. The Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council citation included 
the following: “Significant in the program 
is its suggestion to use the facilities of an 
educational institution, in this case the Den- 
ver Public Library, to supplement the radio 
commentary.” Mr. Outland’s broadcasts 
were built around the biographies of people 
in the news. 

“Speaking of Wings,” the Denver library’s 
current radio series, is a weekly program 
conducted by William E. Barrett, consul- 
tant in aeronautics for the Denver Public 
Library. The program has been cited by 
the Rocky Mountain Radio Council as “a 
pioneer effort in aviation broadcasting .. . 
‘Speaking of Wings’ illustrates how the re- 
sources of the public library can be used to 
stimulate thinking and reading in a special 
subject field throughout a region. .. .” 

Many libraries throughout the country 
are cooperating with counseling services and 
other groups and providing materials sug- 
gested by the nonlibrary agencies. The 
Richmond Public Library has cooperated 
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with the Richmond Consultation Service 
since 1939. Sometimes the consultation 
service finds that after an individual has 
worked out his plans for future employment, 
he may need help in learning how to apply 
for a job. The consultation service then 
supplies him with a card referring him to the 
public library for material needed in his par- 
ticular case. Often he may be a Richmond 
resident who has never used the public li- 
brary facilities ; since he is referred from the 
consultation service, the library allows him 
to take books without the usual delay when 
application is made for a card. 

More and more parents are requesting in- 
formation from the Minneapolis Public Li- 
brary on child psychology and child study. 
Scores of the parents mention the fact that 
their doctors send them in to secure sug- 
gested reading materials. One well-known 
pediatrician sent a young father in with a 
prescription blank on which he had written: 
“In Defense of Children by B. I. Beverly,” 
and the library filled the prescription. 


Use oF Postwar STANDARDS 


Many libraries have ordered duplicate 
copies of the A.L.A. Postwar Planning 
Committee’s Post-War Standards for Pub- 
lic Libraries to use in various ways with 
their governing bodies and other interested 
agencies of their units. According to reports 
received at Headquarters, the most common 
use of the publication has been placing it in 
the hands of library trustees. Other uses 
are: a regional library distributed it to lead- 
ers in neighboring counties in the hope that 
they might join the regional service; distri- 
bution to its advisory committee by one state 
library; one librarian gave copies to the 
chairman of the local planning commission 
and to the director of the institute of gov- 
ernment at the state university; one library 
is using it as the basis for a study of its 
organization and service looking toward a 
postwar plan; another anticipates staff use 
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in connection with theses for promotion ; one 
library school is using the standards exten- 
sively in its teaching, studying every chapter 
of the publication in connection with its 
courses ; a state library commission is lending 
copies to librarians of smaller libraries to 
aid them in their planning; another library 
commission has mimeographed the sections 
applicable to the small public libraries and 
has sent them to the chairmen of local li- 
brary boards and to librarians with the sug- 
gestion that their libraries be checked and 
plans made for bringing their libraries up 
to standard. 


PLANNING INSTITUTES 


Loleta Dawson Fyan, Michigan state li- 
brarian, assembled a demonstration exhibit 
of printed materials at a recent planning in- 
stitute for municipal leaders in Lansing. 
The institute was sponsored as a national 
experiment by the American Municipal As- 
sociation and the American Society of Plan- 
ning Officials, and for Michigan by the state 
municipal league and planning commission. 

Following the experiment in Michigan, 
the League of Minnesota Municipalities and 
the Illinois Municipal League and Illinois 
Planning Commission organized institutes 
on planning in Minneapolis and Springfield 
respectively. Carl Vitz participated in the 
Minnesota meeting as a discussion leader, 
and the Twin Cities prepared a library ex- 
hibit. The Illinois State Library had an 
exhibit of materials and distributed a bib- 
liography at the Illinois meeting. The lat- 
ter state plans to have similar institutes on 
regional levels throughout the state. Both 
states had the cooperation and sponsorship 
of the American Municipal Association and 
the American Society of Planning Officials. 
Comparable institutes in other states are 
expected. 

The Louisville Free Public Library has 
been cooperating with a professor of the 
English department of the University of 
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Louisville in a reading project for bed pa- 
tients in several of the wards of the U.S. 
Army’s Nichols General Hospital. The 
club meets once each week in the wards, 
with approximately 50 per cent of the pa- 
tients taking an active part in the discus- 
sions. ‘The library furnishes the books for 
the meetings and for the reading and study 
during the week before the meetings. Ac- 
cording to the officer in charge, the reading 
club project has contributed to the well- 
being of the patients and made the rest cure 
one of growth and study instead of waste 
and boredom. He also said that it was his 
opinion that this bibliotherapy has been in- 
strumental in decreasing the amount of 
sedatives, cathartics, and tonics prescribed 
for the patients. 

Because of the fact that doctors are now 
overworked and often unobtainable, the di- 
rector of nurses of the Kalamazoo City- 
County Health Department has given re- 
peated courses of six lectures on prenatal 
care. In connection with her lectures the 
director of nurses used the library’s pictorial 
prenatal charts, and at her request one of 
the Kalamazoo library staff members, her- 
self a mother of three young children, pre- 
pared a list to distribute to each class. 

Every cloud has a silver lining, even when 
the cloud is a public attack against the li- 
brary for selling pamphlets, according to 
Alice M. Farquhar, readers’ adviser at the 
Chicago Public Library. Recently the li- 
brary’s sale of pamphlets was challenged, 
but after careful examination of the evi- 
dence the city’s corporation council upheld 
the library’s right to sell pamphlets. The 
week after the decision’ in favor of the li- 
brary was announced, over sixty-five dollars 
worth of pamphlets were sold, the largest 
weekly sale of pamphlets since the inaugura- 
tion of the service in November 1942. 

In addition to the increase of individual 


1“Chicago Pamphlet Decision Favorable.” Library 
Journal 69: 139-41, Feb. 15, 1944. 





sales of the pamphlets, there has been a 
noticeable impetus given to the interest of 
groups. The director of the Dunbar Voca- 
tional School has bought a supply of pam- 
phlets to use in connection with courses 
recently inaugurated under a new program. 

A collection of books dedicated to North- 
western University liberal arts students who 
have lost their lives in the war is being 
added to the Deering Library browsing 
room. The collection is made _ possible 
through gifts from the alumni of North- 
western University’s College of Liberal Arts 
and includes material about our allies. 

“Passing the Book,” the now famous arti- 
cle which appeared in the September 1943 
Mademoiselle, was sent out in reprint form 
by the Washington State Library with its 
Library News Bulletin mailings to Wash- 
ington libraries. 


Memsers Stupy A.L.A. 


With the increasing awareness of the 
current necessity for self-evaluation in many 
fields, a number of A.L.A. members are 
looking at their Association from a con- 
structively critical angle. In January the 
Iowa City Library Club discussed A.L.A. 
activities pro and con as did an informal 
group of twelve representative New Jersey 
librarians. The year’s program of the off- 
cers’ meetings of the Boston Public Library 
is built around the various phases of A.L.A. 
activity. The plan for discussion follows 
the organization of A.L.A. activities used 
in the 1943 Annual Reports issue of the 
Bulletin. The librarian of Chariton, lowa, 
is planning to use the material in the Con- 
ference in Print for county meetings of a 
district of the Iowa Library Association, 
while the Pittsburgh Library Club in con- 
junction with the local $.L.A. chapter is 
featuring discussion on the Vitz report on 
demobilization and the library. 


L. D. 








So You’re Celebrating Russia 
Book Week 


OLGA M. PETERSON 


Russia Book Week, May 1-6, is cosponsored by the Office of War Informa- 
tion and the A.L.A. International Relations Board. This is the third 
of a series of articles about book weeks on the allied nations by 


the chief of the Public Relations Division. 


OURCES OF MATERIAL for libraries 
S celebrating Russia Book Week are de- 
scribed here. Program suggestions appli- 
cable to observances in honor of this and 
other nations will be found in the British 
Book Week issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
October 1, 1943. It is recommended that li- 
brarians ask specifically for what they want 
when writing to organizations for materi- 
als, since many sources distribute a variety 
of things and will not have assembled any 
particular set of materials for Russia Book 
Week. If a library orders for a number 
of branches at once, it is advisable to say so, 
since quantities are often limited and re- 
quests for twenty to fifty copies of a poster 
may not be honored unless it is shown 
that they will be put to good use. It -will 
save time and correspondence to note before 
ordering whether items described here are 
free and to enclose stamps or a check to cover 
the cost of priced items. 


American Council. Institute of Pacific 
1 E. 54th St., New York City 


Relations. 
22. 


Land of the Soviets by Marguerite and 
Maxwell Stewart. Attractive illustrated 
pamphlet. 40 cents. 


American Russian Institute. 56 W. 45th 
St., New York City 19. 


Pamphlets: 

The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. 10 cents. 

The U.S.S8.R. at War—so Questions and 
50 Answers. 10 cents. 

Soviet Health Care in Peace and War. 
10 cents. 

Twenty-Five Years of Power Develop- 
ment in the U.S.S.R. 25 cents. 

Alexander Fushkin, His Life and Literary 


Heritage. 35 cents. 
American Review on the Soviet Union. 
25 cents. 


A complete list of the publications of the in- 
stitute is available on request. 
Visual Materials: 


Wall map of the U.S.S.R., in color, 28” x 
44’”; shows resources and industrial develop- 
ment. 50 cents. 

Industry in the U.S.S.R. Picture sheet, 


17” x 22”. 10 cents. 


Artkino. 
City 19. 


723 Seventh Ave., New York 


Russian feature and documentary films, 
35mm., suitable for commercial theatres. 
The library may want to ask a local mana- 
ger to show some of these during Russia Book 
Week. A catalog and posters are available. 


Brandon Films. 1600 Broadway, New 
York City 19. 


Distributors of 
Write for catalog. 


16mm. Russian films. 


Council on Books in Wartime. 400 


Madison Ave., New York City 7. 
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“Russia Today,” one of the series of coun- 
cil lists, with space for library’s own imprint, 
will be available after April 1. Sample copies 
may be obtained from the council. Quantity 
orders should be placed with R. R. Bowker 
Co., 62 W. 45th St., New York City 19, at 
the following rates: 25 copies, $1; 50 copies, 
$1.50; 100 copies, $1.95; 200. copies, $3.25; 
400 copies, $4.80; 500 copies, $5.50; 1000 
copies, $8.00 ; 5000 copies, $26.00. 


The East and West Association. 40 E. 
49th St., New York City 17. 


The People of Russia: Who They Are, 
How They Live, What They Like, Why 
They Are Fighting. A study outline. 40 
cents. 

What to Read about Russia: A List for 
Boys and Girls. Compiled by the staff of 
the New York Public Library. 8p. 10 cents. 

Life of a Family in Russia. A portfolio of 
17 photographs, reproduced on heavy glossy 
paper, 83’ x 11”. The pictures and accom- 
panying text tell a consecutive story about 
the everyday life of an actual farm family. 
§0 cents. 

Model bookshelf on Russia; a short bibliog- 
raphy. 5 cents. 


National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship. 232 Madison Ave., New York 
City 16. 


Constitution of the U.S.S.R. 10 cents. 

A Family of Nations: The Soviet Union. 
Historical background and present role and 
characteristics of the many nationalities in 
the U.S.S.R. Illustrated. 32p. 10 cents. 

Soviet Children and Their Care by Rose 
Maurer. Illustrated. 48p. 10 cents. 

Organized Labor in the Soviet Union by 
Edwin S. Smith. 47p. 10 cents. 

Drama in Wartime Russia by H. W. L. 
Dana. Illustrated. 47p. 15 cents. 

Books and Libraries in Wartime Russia. 
Most recent survey of facilities in the 
US.S.R. 6p. Mimeographed. Free. 

Library Picture Kit. 10 photographs of 
books and libraries in the U.S.S.R. 8” x 
10” glossy prints with captions. $1 per kit. 

Pictures of the U.S.S.R. A packet of 16 
Picture postcards depicting characteristic 
views of everyday life in Russia. Each card 
carries a brief text explaining the picture. 15 
cents. 
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Photographic exhibits, posters, and chil- 
dren’s books from the Soviet Union are avail- 
able on loan for charges ranging from 50 
cents to $7.50. Reservations should be made 
immediately for Russia Book Week. 

Lists of publications and exhibits available. 

Materials, speakers’ service, and help in 
planning musical and art programs can be 
secured from local councils of the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship. The 
national office reports that it can also help 
in “securing, through this office, gifts of books 
published in English in the Soviet Union.” 

Local councils are located in Mobile, Ala.; 
Tucson, Ariz.; Los -Angeles; San Francisco; 
Denver; Bridgeport, Conn.; Jacksonville, 
Miami, and Tampa, Fla.; Chicago; New 
Orleans; Baltimore; Boston and Springfield, 
Mass.; Ann Arbor and Detroit, Mich.; St. 
Paul; Irvington, New Brunswick, Paterson, 
Trenton, Lakewood, and Asbury Park, N.J.; 
Akron, Cleveland, Toledo, and Youngstown, 


Ohio; Pittsburgh; Philadelphia; Madison 
and Milwaukee, Wis. 
Oxford University Press. 114 Fifth 


Ave., New York City 11. 
An Atlas of the U.SS.R. A valuable 


pamphlet, issued in 1942, containing maps 
with explanatory text. 10 cents. 


Russian Economic Institute. 90 Morn- 
ingside Drive, New York City 27. 


The Working Principles of Soviet Econ- 
omy. Pamphlet. 35 cents. 


Russian War Relief. 
New York City 16. 


Annotated List of Films about Russia. 
Free. 

War posters and colored maps. Three 
effective silk screen cartoons, 17 cents each. 

The Russian Glory. A collection of cables 
and photographs reporting Russia at war. 
46p. 25 cents. 

Phonograph records of Russian music avail- 
able on free loan basis. 

Free mimeographed reports of varying 
lengths and ir popular style on Soviet music, 
children, and medicine. 

Miscellaneous pamphlets on war conditions 
and relief. 

Photographs 


11 E. 35th St., 


of Russia by Margaret 
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Bourke-White, white display backgrounds, 
14” x 18”, 3 cents per photo, set of 19. 


Survey Associates. 112 E. 19th St., New 
York City 3. 


“American Russian Frontiers: An Ameri- 
can Approach to Common Understanding,” 
the February 1944 issue of Survey Graphic. 
Contains 128 pages of maps, drawings, photo- 
graphs, and text. Foreword by Henry A. 
Wallace. 50 cents a copy; three copies for 


$1. 


Smithsonian Institution.. Washington, 
D.C. 


The Peoples of the Soviet Union by Ales 


Hrdlitka. A scholarly monograph on the 
“nationalities,” by a distinguished anthro- 
pologist. 29p. Free. 


United Nations Information Office. 610 


Fifth Ave., New York City. 
Will supply posters free. 
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U.S. Office of Education Information 
Exchange. Washington 25, D.C. 


The Soviet Union, loan packet No. XXV- 
G-1. A collection of maps, pictures, pam- 
phlets, and reprints. May be borrowed 
without cost for period of two weeks. Re- 
serve immediately. U.S. Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Education under Dictatorships and in De- 
mocracies (U.S. Office of Education, Pam- 
phlet No. 15 in the “Education and National 
Defense” series). Prepared by James F, 
Abel. Section on “Education for Commu- 
nism” deals with the Soviet Union. 19p. 15 
cents. 


U.S.S.R. Embassy. 1125 Sixteenth St., 
N.W., Washington 6, D.C. 


Soviet ‘Information Bulletin, published 
three times weekly. Free. Send your name 
and address and ask to be put on the regular 
mailing list. 


Public Library Statistics 


— 1942-43 plan of using volunteers 

seemed impractical for another year be- 
cause of the manpower shortage in libraries. 
The budgetary situation made a full-time 
statistical assistant out of the question. 
Work in the Public Library Division was 


therefore reorganized to make it possible for 
the assistant, Kathryn P. Mier, to divide 
her time between that division and statistics, 
for the two large compilations only—col- 
lege and university libraries and public li- 
braries. 


RULES AND DEFINITIONS 


1. An administrative office assistant is a 
person such as the business manager or sec- 
retary to the chief librarian or director who 
performs work of a highly specialized nature 
but not that requiring training and skill in 
the theoretical or scientific parts of library 
work, 

Formal education or experience equivalent 
to that required of such workers in a large 
business organization should be considered 
as prerequisite. 

2. A department head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to the 
chief librarian or director, or assistant chief 


librarian, and in charge of a major divi- 
sion of the library organization which has 
its own staff and definite responsibilities or, 
where the central library is organized under 
the divisional system, is head of one of the 
divisions of the central library, such as 
literature, history, or technology, and is 
directly responsible to the chief librarian 
or director, assistant chief librarian, of 
librarian of the main library. (Branch li- 
brarians should not be considered depart- 
ment heads. Salary of an assistant chief 
librarian serving as department head should 
not be included here.) 




















li- 
rt- 
ief 


ld 

















PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS 155 


The department head must meet the 
qualifications of a professional assistant as 
defined in definition 6. 

3. A division head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to a 
department head and in charge of a sub- 
division of a department. The division has 
its own staff and responsibilities. 

A division head must meet the qualifica- 
tions of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6. 

4. A branch librarian is a member of the 
professional staff and in charge of an 
auxiliary library with a permanent founda- 
tion collection of books, administered as an 
integral part of the library system, with at 
least one full-time librarian. 

The branch librarian must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as de- 
fined in definition 6. 

5. A first assistant is a member of the 
professional staff of a department, division, 
or branch having a staff with a minimum 
of three professional persons. The first 
assistant is directly responsible to the de- 
partment head, division head, or branch 
librarian and is second in authority. (Only 
one first assistant should be listed for each 
department, division, or branch.) 

The first assistant must meet the qualifi- 
cations of a professional assistant as defined 
in definition 6, 

6. A professional assistant is a member of 
the professional staff performing work of a 
professional grade which requires training and 
skill in the theoretical or scientific parts of 
library work as distinct from its merely me- 
chanical parts and includes all the professional 
staff except the chief librarian dr director, 
assistant chief librarian, department heads, 
division heads, branch librarians, and first as- 
sistants. 

. To be classed as a professional assistant, 
the person should have: 

a. At least a bachelor’s degree which in- 


cludes one year of professional education in 
the four years which lead to the bachelor’s 
degree; or 

b. An informal education considered by the 
chief librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work, plus five years’ ex- 
perience in a library of recognized professional 
standing. (This provision is to take care of 
those already in the profession who are per- 
forming duties which require a knowledge of 
books and library technique as taught in a 
library school.) 

7. A subprofessional assistant is a person 
who performs, under the immediate supervi- 
sion of professional staff members, work 
largely concerned with the higher routine 
processes which are peculiar to library work 
and which require some knowledge of library 
procedure. (No assistant paid on an hourly 
basis should be included here.) 

A subprofessional assistant should have had 
at least brief elementary training in library 
work as taught in a library summer session 
or a training class. 

8. A clerical assistant is a person such as 
a typist, etc., who performs, under immediate 
supervision, processes which may require ex- 
perience, speed, accuracy, and clerical ability 
of a high order but do not require knowledge 
of the theoretical or scientific aspects of 
library work. 

High school graduation is presupposed for 
this classification. 

9g. “Others” includes those devoting either 
full- or part-time to the most simple clerical 
or manual tasks which involve no responsibil- 
ity or independent judgment. (This work is 
usually performed by pages, shelvers, and 
beginning workers. Book menders, bindery 
force, janitors, engineers, and building force 
should not be included here.) 

10. Branches are auxiliary libraries with 
separate quarters, a permanent basic collection 
of books, a permanent staff, and a regular 
schedule. 
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A.L.A. 


A.L.A. Nominations 


Carv Vitz, Public Library, Minneapo- 
lis, who is the A.L.A. President-Elect for 
1944-45, will become President on July 1. 

The A.L.A. Council has approved the 
following slate of nominations for officers, 
Executive Board, and Council members for 


the year 1944-45: 


First Vice PRESIDENT (PRESIDENT- 
ELEcrT) 


Ralph A. Ulveling, Public Library, De- 
troit 


SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
Two nominated, one to be elected. 


Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, State De- 
partment of Public Instruction, Ral- 
eigh, N.C. 

Margaret R. Greer, School Libraries, 
Board of Education, Minneapolis 


‘TREASURER 


Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Biblioteca Ben- 
jamin Franklin, Mexico, D.F. 


EXECUTIVE BoARD 


Four nominated for four-year term, two 
to be elected, one from each block. 


{ Thomas Paul Fleming, College of Physi- 

cians and Surgeons Library, Colum- 

bia University, New York City 

} Walter Hausdorfer, School of Business 
Library, Columbia University, New 

York City 

f Josie Batcheller Houchens, University 

of Illinois Library, Urbana 

’ Amy Winslow, Cuyahoga County Li- 

brary, Cleveland 





NEWS 


CouNCIL 


Six for four-year term ending 1948. 
Twelve nominated, six to be elected, one 
from each block. 


Florence Bradley, Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company Library, New 
York City 

Francis R. St. John, Army Medical Li- 
brary, Washington, D.C. 


[ Mary Walton Harris, Parish and Re- 
gional Department, State Library 
+ Commission, Baton Rouge, La. 
Gretchen Knief Schenk, State Library, 
| Olympia, Wash. 


_ Maria C. Brace, Department of Busi- 
ness and Economics, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore 

Florence C. Fuchs, Catalog Department, 
Grosvenor Library, Buffalo 


{ Helen M. Brown, Vassar College Li- 
} brary, Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

Lillian Van Harlingen, Ohio State Uni- 
versity Library, Columbus 


Clara Estelle Breed, Children’s Depart- 
ment, Public Library, San Diego, 
Calif. 

Sue Hefley, School Libraries, State De- 
partment of Education, Baton Rouge, 

| La. 

{ Agnes Camilla Hansen, Pratt Institute 

; Library School, Brooklyn 
Ruth §. Leonard, Simmons College 

School of Library Science, Boston 





The Membership Office will mail, about 
May 1, an official ballot and biographical 
notes about the nominees to each member 
whose 1944 dues have been paid. 
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Visitors to Headquarters 


PRESIDENT WARREN and President- 
Elect Vitz were in Chicago over the week 
end of March 4-5 to discuss Association 
affairs at Headquarters and to participate 
in the regional institute on demobilization 
and readjustment sponsored by the Illinois, 
Indiana, and Wisconsin library asssocia- 
tions. 

A small meeting was held at Headquar- 
ters Monday, March 6, led by Mr. Vitz 
and Wayne Shirley, to discuss organization 
of the new public library division. A state- 
ment about this new division appears on 
pages 147-48. 

Marian C. Manley, chairman of the 
Committee on Relations with Local 
Groups, met with committee members Rob- 
ert D. Franklin, Cossitt Library, Mem- 
phis, and Ruth H. Shapiro, Milwaukee 
Public Library, on March 6, to plan proj- 
ects for the committee. Members of the 
committee unable to attend were Ella V. 
Aldrich, Hill Memorial Library, Louisi- 
ana State University, University Station, 
Baton Rouge; Katharine M. Holden, Pub- 
lic Library, Yonkers, N.Y.; Claire Nolte, 
County Public Library, Los Angeles; Louis 
M. Nourse, Public Library, St. Louis. 


1944-45 Committee Appointments 
The A.L.A. Council has approved the 


following principles regarding committee 
appointments for 1944-45: 


That all standing? committee members 
whose terms expire in 1944 be frozen in their 
positions for one year; 

That all committee and board members 
whose terms expired in 1943 and who were 
frozen in their positions be replaced or be 
eligible for reappointment if the provisions of 
the constitution permit; 


‘Standing committee members are appointed for 
two-year terms. Committees which are not standing 
are special and their members are appointed to one- 
year terms which expire with the fiscal year. The 
Nominating Committee is a special committee. 


That all committee members appointed in 
1943 to fill vacancies shall serve out their 
regular terms without regard to the freezing 
action taken by the Council; 

That the terms of all board members (other 
than members of the Executive Board) now in 
office, except those who were frozen in office 
for 1943-44, be extended for one year. 


Library Schools 100 Per Cent 


THE Simmons College School of Library 
Science, Boston, the University of Denver 
School of Librarianship, and the George 
Peabody College for Teachers Library 
School, Nashville, Tenn., have each re- 
ported that the members of their classes all 
have student memberships in the A.L.A. 


Round Tables 


THE PRESENT and President-Elect 
when they were in Chicago on March 4-5 
discussed with the Executive Secretary the 
question of election of new officers of round 
tables for the coming year. It was the 
opinion of the officers that in general round 
tables might well freeze their present offi- 
cers until a meeting can be held. Any 
round tables choosing to elect new officers 
and having the means of doing it are, of 
course, free to do so. 


Grants 


THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION has 
voted two grants to the A.L.A. Fifteen 
hundred dollars has been provided for a 
basic list of American publications issued 
during the war, which is to be compiled in 
the New York Public Library under the 
supervision of Charles F. McCombs and 
is to be used as a guide in making purchases 
for foreign libraries. ‘Two thousand dol- 
lars was appropriated to be used by the 
Committee on Library Cooperation with 
the Orient and South Pacific of the Inter- 
national Relations Board with special em- 
phasis on China. 














THE CLEARING HOUSE 
Brief News of General Interest 


' Needed for Military Reasons 


THE ENGINEERING SOCIETIES LIBRARY, 
Harrison W. Craver, director, 29 W. 39th 
St., New York City 18, is anxious to locate, 
for military reasons, copies of the third and 
fourth editions of the Fuhrer auf den 
deutschen Schiffahtstrassen, published by the 
Prussian Ministerium der offentlichen Ar- 
beiten and the Reichsverkehrsministerium. 
Libraries having any of the six parts that 
form the work are asked to report their 
holdings as the books are urgently needed. 


Denver’s United Nations List 


One of the recent book lists published 
on the war is the Denver Public Library’s 
popular booklet on the United Nations. 
The thirty-two page booklet has a red, 
white, and blue cover and was issued for 
the library’s patrons as a number of the Den- 
ver Public Library News. The list is in 
the form of running commentary on the 
countries and on books about the countries 
and is arranged by continent and country. 
Copies of the booklet may be secured for 
fifty cents for single copies or for twenty-five 
cents in quantities of ten or more. 


Film Discussion Guide 


Food: A World Problem is the title of 
the latest Film Discussion Guide issued by 
the Educational Film Library Association, 
Inc. The guide was prepared with special 
reference to the film “World of Plenty,” a 
British Ministry of Information film, but 
also includes references to a number of other 
films about food. It also includes discussion 
of problems connected with food and sug- 
gestions for further reading. The pam- 


phlet was prepared by Frank Ernest Hill 
and may be secured from the Educational 
Film Library Association, Inc., 45 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York City 20, for fifty 


cents. 


Inter-American Loan Packets 


THE INFORMATION EXCHANGE of the 
U.S. Office of Education has a number of 
packets for free circulation to librarians 
and others interested in inter-American 
studies. There are packets on instructional 
materials, general reading materials, the 
study of Spanish, plays, pageants, and pro- 
grams, music of the other Americas, art of 
the other Americas, art and sculpture of the 
Western Hemisphere, the development of 
Pan Americanism, the Americas and the 
war, Pan American student clubs, and cur- 
rent problems. 

Not more than two packets may be bor- 
rowed at one time. ‘The packets may be 
obtained by writing the Information Ex- 
change, U.S. Office of Education, Wash- 
ington 25, D.C., and may be kept for two 
weeks at no expense to the borrower. 


Marching Home 


Marching Home: Educational and Social 
Adjustment after the War is the title of a 
forty-eight-page bulletin by Morse A. Cart- 
wright which has been recently issued by 
the Institute of Adult Education. The 
pamphlet stresses the fact that ill-conducted 
educational and social services will drive 
away the very persons they are intended 
to aid and pleads for a widespread local 
approach toward readjustments through the 
establishment of community service centers 
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where hometown resources will be utilized 
to the utmost under competent, thoroughly 
trained leadership. The bulletin is avail- 
able from the Bureau of Publications, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 
New York City 27, for twenty-five cents 
a copy or for quantities of ten or more for 
twenty cents a copy. 


Recruiting for Librarianship 


“Are YoU INTERESTED .. .?” is the title 
of a folder on librarianship issued by the 
New York Library Association. Included 
are information about librarianship and a 
list of readings. Copies of the folder may 
be secured from Irene Smith, Brooklyn 
Public Library. 


Award for Realistic Children’s 
Book 


Joun Tunis received the honorary 
award of the Child Study Association, 221 
W. 57th St., New York City, for his Key- 
stone Kids. The association hopes through 
this and subsequent annual awards to in- 
crease the attention of publishers and writ- 
ers to the need for children’s books which 
face, with honesty and courage, real prob- 
lems our children are meeting today. In 
making the award to Keystone Kids the as- 
sociation recognized the author’s courageous 
handling of questions of racial and religious 
prejudice. 


Jobs in Vocational Rehabilitation 


Vocational Rehabilitation as a Career is 
the subject of the most recent of the series 
of Occupational Abstracts covering occupa- 
tions in which postwar employment pros- 
pects are good. This composite summary of 
the available literature on the subject was 
prepared by Sarah Allen Beard and is avail- 
able from Occupational Index, Inc., New 
York University, New York City 3, for 
twenty-five cents, cash with order. 





East-West Service to Librarians 


THE East AND West AsSOCIATION has 
established a service for librarians which 
will bring to its subscribers materials, in- 
cluding the complete texts of all the Books 
and Background Forums plus the annotated 
reading lists, as well as an information serv- 
ice and a program building service. A 
printed brochure describing the service of 
the East and West Association in detail will 
be sent to anyone requesting it. A library 
membership in the East and West Associa- 
tion includes a yearly subscription to Asia 
and the Americas and costs $3. The fee 
for the East-West library service is $2 to 
libraries holding library membership in the 
association and $2.50 to others. 


Survey of North Texas Libraries 


The North Texas Regional Libraries, 
edited by A. F. Kuhlman, has been pub- 
lished by the Peabody Press. It is the final 
report of an inquiry into the feasibility and 
desirability of developing the north Texas 
regional libraries as a cooperative enterprise. 
Copies may be obtained from the Peabody 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., for $1.50. 


A Friend at Court 


THE AMERICAN Municipat Associa- 
TION is one of several agencies represented 
on a new committee set up within O.P.A. 
to advise in matters involving state and local 
governments. In response to a suggestion 
from A.L.A. that libraries be kept in mind 
as local government agencies, Director Earl 
D. Mallery, of A.M.A., wrote March 8: 


I agree with you that the public library has 
precisely the same relationships as that of the 
other instrumentalities of counties or munici- 
palities and assure you that our municipal 
group with which the O.P.A. committee has 
agreed to deal will be happy to present any 
library problems which may arise. 
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Planning Pamphlets 


Tue National Planning Association’s 
Special Project on Relief and Rehabilitation 
has issued three new pamphlets: Food for 
Europe after Victory, Clothing and Shelter 
. for European Relief, and UNRR4A: Gate- 
way to Recovery. The first two are avail- 
able for twenty-five cents and the last for 
fifty cents from the National Planning As- 
sociation, 800 Twenty-first St., N.W., 
Washington 6, D.C. Special discounts are 
allowed for quantity orders. 


Materials on Czechoslovaks 


A poster “Czechoslovaks, Your Allies” 
and five pamphlets on Czechoslovakia may 
be secured free by librarians from the 
Czechoslovakian Information Service, 1790 
Broadway, New York City 19. The pam- 
phlets are: Czechoslovak Music: The V oice 
of the People, Good Neighbors in Europe, 
The God-Child of the U.S.A., Unknown 
Country, and Thomas G. Masaryk. 


“Not about the War’”’ 


THE OFT-REPEATED “I want something 
not about the war” prompted the New York 
Public Library to issue its November 
Branch Library Book News on “Books 
‘Not about the War’.” ‘The issue includes 
lists of novels, mystery stories, biographies, 
and essays that do not mention the war, 
The bulletin may be secured from the New 
York Public Library for ten cents. 


Jefferson Materials Wanted 


JULIAN P. Boyp requests that readers of 
the 4.L.A4. Bulletin send him any informa- 
tion they may have about archival or manu- 
script collections containing documents or 
other items of interest about or by Thomas 
Jefferson. Mr. Boyd is editor of a project 
sponsored by Princeton University to pub- 
lish Jefferson’s writings and correspond- 
ence. The information should be sent to 
Mr. Boyd at the Princeton University Li- 
brary, Princeton, N.J. 


Learning without a Teacher 


(Continued from page 139) 


leged to reprint for civilian use. Dull’s 
Physics is now available from Henry Holt. 

It is too early to draw any definite con- 
clusions regarding the implications which 
this extensive program of self-teaching ma- 
terials may have for civilian education. It 
is reasonable to assume, however, that many 
men in the armed services will develop a 
new realization of the possibility of learning 
without a teacher and through their own in- 
dependent efforts. Many of them will dis- 
cover for the first time that they can learn 
outside of school and that in the learning 
which they did in school they relied far too 
much on the teacher and took too little 
responsibility themselves. Successful ex- 
perience with self-teaching courses and 


self-teaching texts may lead not only to con- 
fidence that further education can profitably 
be sought in schools and colleges but to a 
new interest in adult education programs 
and competent correspondence instruction. 

Through its classification system, its spe- 
cial shelves, and its display material the 
library has continually encouraged self- 
teaching for the adult population. Many 
for whom class instruction is impossible 
have kept themselves informed and de- 
veloped basic interests wholly on their own 
initiative. It is entirely possible that these 
new self-teaching techniques may very great- 
ly expand this service of the library. The 
library may become, in fact, a school without 
a classroom and without a teacher. 
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Communications to or from A.L.A. Members 


O.W.I. and Libraries 


IN A RECENT REORGANIZATION in the 
Domestic Branch of the Office of War In- 
formation, the Library Program Division 
was discontinued. The curtailment of serv- 
ices to libraries has caused the following 
exchange of letters.—Eb. 


TO ELMER DAVIS: 


The officers of the American Library As- 
sociation, meeting at the Headquarters office 
March 3, note with great regret the discon- 
tinuance of the Library Program Division of 
the Office of War Information. 

The librarians of the country have been 
eager to meet their full responsibilities in dis- 
seminating official government information and 
in stimulating interest and understanding of 
war issues. ‘The Association transmitted to 
you the offer of library cooperation from its 
annual conference in Milwaukee in June 1942, 
and O.W.I. set up the Library Program Di- 
vision in response to it. We are grateful for 
your quick understanding and action. Dur- 
ing the years since, the activities of the di- 
vision have done much to make it possible 
for libraries to participate in the war effort 
to the utmost degree. 

We sincerely hope that some way will be 
found to carry on the activities of the Library 
Program Division, either in the O.W.I. or in 
some other appropriate government agency. 

ALTHEA H. WarreEN, President 
Cart H. Miva, Executive Secretary 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

Replying to your inquiry of March 6 sev- 
eral functions formerly performed by the 
Library Program Division of the Office of 
War Information have been transferred to 
the Library Service Division of the Office of 
Education. 

After June 1944 the Office of War In- 
formation expects to continue a contact with 
libraries throughout the country through the 
Proper associations such as the American 


Library Association, and information about 
O.W.I. programs will be furnished these 
organizations. No provision has been made 
in the 1945 budget for distribution of in- 
formation direct to individual librarians. 

A member of the staff of our Book and 
Magazine Bureau after June 30, 1944, will 
be assigned to maintain contacts with your 
Association and to keep you informed as to 
government war programs. In the meantime 
Oscar Schisgall, chief of the O.W.1. Maga- 
zine Bureau, will be glad to handle any in- 
quiries which you might care to make on this 
subject. 

Epwarp Kiauser, Acting Director 
Office of War Information 


“Personnel Planning” 
TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


The section devoted to “Personnel Planning 
in the Postwar Period” in the February issue 
is more interesting as a revelation of the back- 
wardness of libraries in personnel management 
than it is as a practical program for progress 
in the postwar world. Such measures as job 
analysis to separate clerical and professional 
duties should have been taken in the prewar 
days. Of course, the fact that the beginning 
salary of library assistant was nearly the same 
as that of clerk makes such studies unnecessary. 

If personnel progress in libraries is to keep 
pace with the trend in business, the question 
of unionization will be a burning one before 
long. It is true that most librarians are now 
opposed to labor organizations because they 
think of them in terms of the old trade unions. 
They have as yet failed to realize that collective 
bargaining has become the accepted method of 
handling employer-employee relations and is 
so recognized by the government. Groups such 
as newspapermen, actors, and government em- 
ployees have profited by unionizing and have 
not troubled themselves about whether or not 
it was “professional.” 

Directors of libraries have the traditional 
attitude of businessmen toward unions with- 
out realizing that unions instead of being 
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enemies of administration could be valuable 
allies. Pressure groups are a common phe- 
nomenon of our democracy. In the scramble 
for a place at the public trough, the organized 
group almost inevitably gets the gravy. If li- 
brarians insist on retaining their individualistic 
ways, library budgets will continue to wear 
‘ their present lean and hungry look. 

Libraries have always been dominated by 
the business-professional class who as taxpay- 
ers are concerned with keeping governmental 
expenditures low. Seldom is a labor leader or 
any representative of the working class found 
on a board of trustees. Perhaps this is one 
of the reasons that such a small percentage 
of the working class use the library. Cer- 
tainly it is the reason that budget increases for 
the public library find little support among the 
great mass of any community. It is a good 
idea for the director to join the Rotary Club 
in order to cultivate the business element of 
‘he community, but it would be equally wise 
for his staff to join a union to win support 
from another segment of the population. 


Mary MvuLLALLEY 
New York City 


Re: Fern Long on Russia 
TO THE EDITORS: 


The useful and interesting article by Fern 
Long in the March 4.L.4. Bulletin is an 
advance over previous library book lists on 
Russia. In place of the usual dodging of 
issues, Dr. Long sets up the excellent prin- 
ciple that life and history are a test of truth. 
She does a service to the war effort and in- 
ternational friendship by omitting a number 
of books—such as those by Gordon, Krivitsky, 
Lyons, Utley—whose main conclusions have 
been shown by events to be false. 

Dr. Long’s list would have been still better 
had her principle been more consistently ap- 
plied. Librarians all over the country will 
be choosing books to display during Russia 
Book Week. They should avoid putting on 
display the books on Dr. Long’s list by 
Chamberlin, Dallin, Fischer, Gide, Istrati, 
Ludwig, Rosenberg, Trotsky, and Vernadskii. 
Those books do not help us to understand 
the united and fighting Russia of today. 

The failure to include a number of books 
which do explain the Russia of Stalingrad is 
a further weakness of Dr. Long’s list. To 
it should be added the books named by Har- 
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riet Moore in The Booklist of March 15. 

The omission of recent books by Hewlett 
Johnson (Secret of Soviet Strength. Inter- 
national, 1943. 160p. $1) and A. R. Williams 
(The Russians. Harcourt, 1943. 248p. $2) 
was most surprising. 

A long-standing fault of library purchasing 
policy probably contributed to an additional 
weakness of Dr. Long’s list. Books by Soviet 
leaders are printed in English by various pub- 
lishing houses in the U.S.S.R.; many are 
reprinted in this country, chiefly by Interna- 
tional Publishers. Yet they are very scarce 
in libraries.) We can get Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf at the neighborhood branch. But 
where can we get the material for firsthand 
study of Stalin’s aims? Powerful historical 
forces have drawn us into collaboration with 
the Soviet Union. We should have better 
means of understanding its policies. 

For librarians who have confidence enough 
in the stability of our country to consider 
abandoning the ostrich policy, I append a 
short list of materials of Soviet origin avail- 
able in the United States. 


Lenin, V. I. Selected Works. 
tional, 1938. 12v. $2 ea. 

Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute. 
Lenin: A Political Biography. 
1944. 288p. $2.50. 

Molotov, V. M., and fourteen other mem- 
bers of the Central Committee, Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. Stalin. Workers 
Library Publishers, 1940. 190p. 75¢. 

Stalin, Joseph. Foundations of Leninism. 
International, 1932. 128p. $1.50. 

Stalin, Joseph. Leninism. International, 
1942. 479p. $2.75. 

Stalin, Joseph. Marxism and the National 
Question. International, 1942. 222p. $1.50. 

Stalin, Joseph. The War of National 
Liberation. International, 1943. 2v. 75¢ 
ea 


Interna- 


Vladimir I. 


International, 


Stalin, Joseph, and others. History of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In- 
ternational, 1939. 363p. $2. 


The writings of the Bolshevik leaders pre- 
sent the reader with some special difficulties. 
Most of them are occasional. Until we have 
our own commentaries on them, students and 
reference librarians should note that the off- 
cial History of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (which, contrary to Dr. Long's 
statement, is in print) is a useful guide to 
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the occasions that prompted speeches and 
reports from Lenin, Stalin, and others. The 
book is also interesting because it is the chief 
work prescribed for study by Communist 
Party members in the U.S.S.R. and hence can 
tell us a lot about how future Soviet leaders 
are trained to think. 

WILLIAM Carp, Executive Director 

Chicago Council of American-Soviet 

Friendship 


TO THE EDITORS: 

While Dr. Card stated that my article 
renders some service by omission, he presents 
me with a list of my sins of both omission 
and commission. I bow my head but confess 
that I am prepared to repeat them. They 
stem from the principle Dr. Card recognized 
in my article, that “life and history are a test 
of truth.” Dr. Card calls this principle excel- 
lent but thinks that I do not apply it consistent- 
ly enough. I know it. But I know, too, that 
I tried hard to live up to my principle. 

Loyal to it, I took the risk of getting criti- 
cisms from two opposite directions. And I 
did. James Waldo Fawcett, of the Washing- 
ton Evening Star, in a letter referring to my 
article, stated, “I have read all I wish to read 
of pro-Soviet propaganda. What I want now 
is an antidote.” 

I answered Mr. Fawcett that “truth very 
often eludes propaganda. However, although 
truth seldom dwells within the borders of two 
or more contending propagandas, it very sel- 
dom lies between those borders. The place 
where you are most likely to find it is beyond 
propaganda.” 

In defense of my list, which I know is far 
from perfect, I should like to point to that 
triad of prepositions—within, between, beyond. 

To omit the books Dr. Card objects to 
would mean to rely only on statements and 
analyses issued or sponsored by a government. 
A student will always find this method unsat- 
isfactory and will not abandon the principle 
of hearing both sides in the case of a govern- 
ment which tries to silence its adversaries. 

The group of the Disillusioned is indeed a 
mixed group. I mentioned it because they, 


too, may be found on the road to Stalingrad, 
as an obstacle which was overcome by the 
united and fighting Russia of today. Dr. Card, 
who recognized my general principle of choice, 
should recognize, too, the special principle 
which guided me in winnowing grain from chaff 


in this group: I tried to eliminate bad faith. 

The inclusion of Trotsky was imperative. 
If you can produce your drama only by silenc- 
ing one of the protagonists, do not produce it 
at all. 

I regret sincerely that I was unable to in- 
clude in the list the official History of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, al- 
though I was careful to mention it. I cer- 
tainly did not wish to exclude this special work, 
and I find the bibliography of Stalin’s works 
given by Dr. Card very useful. 

To sum up: the freedom to select which 
was granted me I regarded as a challenge to 
my objectivity. Some of my choices I con- 
sidered very long. ‘There were, and are, 
cases of doubt. But I consistently tried to 
satisfy my conscience. 

Fern Lonc 
Adult Education Office 
Cleveland Public Library 


From a Member in Service 
TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


V-Mail letters from you, along with copies 
of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, have furnished me 
with a wealth of information about which 
“one away” is inclined to wonder. This note 
is intended primarily to express my personal 
gratitude for the interest which the A.L.A. 
continues to have for its members in the 
armed service. It was appreciated especially 
when I was on duty in the Pacific. None 
of us forgets the profession in the midst of 
the host of military duties, and I know that 
all of us pray for the time when we can get 
back into the fold again. 

I was particularly delighted with the Jan- 
uary 1944 Bulletin on China Book Week. 
That country and its people have received 
most of my reading attention during the past 
few years. You may be interested to know 
that one of my articles, entitled “The Rape 
of Education,” which pertains to education 
in wartime China and the migrations of Chi- 
nese students from the ravaged east coast to 
the interior, will appear in the March issue 
of The China Monthly. 

I shall look forward eagerly to further 
word from you and to news of the Associa- 
tion’s activities. 

BerNarp A. SHAPERO 
tst Lieut., A.G.D. 
Public Relations Officer 
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An Annual Conference? 
TO THE PRESIDENT: 


At the meeting of the New York Library 
Association Council it was voted to resume 
our conferences this year with a meeting prob- 
ably in Rochester in September. In addition, 
the Council directed me to urge upon you and 
the Executive Board the unanimous opinion 
of the Council that A.L.A. conferences should 
be resumed. 

This is such a departure from current 
precedence that I think an explanation is due 
you. Frankly, it is simply a feeling on our 
part that every organization in the country 
of whatever value is continuing its conferences 
with the exception of education organizations. 
Although I believe personally that the war 
will last another three years, I believe the 
position of libraries will lag even further be- 
hind if we do not maintain our organization 
strength and influence and prepare for our 
activities and extension after the war. 

Hetmer L. Wess, President 
New York Library Association 


The Conference in Print 


TO THE EDITORS: 


We, the students of the Library School of 
the College of St. Catherine in St. Paul, 
wished to show our professional interest in 
the American Library Association’s Confer- 
ence in Print, 1943-44. We were proud to 
know that by reading the 4.L.4. Bulletin, we 
could take as much part in the conference as 
the most experienced librarians in the country. 

However, we wanted to do more than just 
read, so we had a miniature A.L.A. meeting 
of our own in the library school on Mar. 7, 
1944. On the front blackboard were written 
the names of the officers of the A.L.A., so 
they could at least preside in name. The 
1943 A.L.A. Handbook, the complete roster 
of the members of the Association, was the 
nearest approximation we could make to a 
full attendance at our conference. 

Instead of beginning with the first meeting, 
we started at the end by discussing Norman 
Cousins’ “Books That Influence American 
Thought and Action.” Sister Eucharista, 
head of the history department of the College 
of St. Catherine, was guest speaker and led 
the discussion. Each student present had read 
one Federalist paper and also had considered 
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six books which she thought should have 
influenced American thought and action. 

Sister Eucharista began the meeting by 
briefly going over Mr. Cousins’ article and 
the discussions following it. The Federalist 
would be most useful in encouraging an at- 
tempt at world federation and in showing 
how very divergent interests can be brought 
into a workable system of government. Mr. 
Cousins’ inclusion of Thomas Paine’s works 
was questioned. ‘The conclusion was that 
the effectiveness of his method rather than 
his message was the reason for the selection. 
All books suggested were duly discussed and 
either rejected or accepted as satisfactory 
choices for books as influencing factors in 
American thought. 

From our own discussion, the books we de- 
cided we would like to have added to Mr. 
Cousins’ list are Mortimer Adler’s How to 
Think about War and Peace, because it gives 
a basis for a possible peace; Bernard New- 
man’s New Europe, because it bases world 
peace on reason and justice, not revenge; and 
Rackham Holt’s George Washington Carver, 
because of its doctrine of racial equality. 

Of course we realize that the fundamental 
principles for world peace are embodied in 
Christian religion. These principles stated 
in the Ten Commandments and in the Sermon 
on the Mount are embodied in whole or in 
part in such documents as the Papal Encycli- 
cals and the recent statements of most re- 
ligious leaders of all denominations, as well as 
in some of the books mentioned, for example 
Herbert Agar’s Time for Greatness. Let 
us seek for, encourage the writing of, and dis- 
tribute literature which popularizes these 
basic principles upon which democracy and 
world cooperation must be based. 

The conclusions reached were that we must 
make use of the books we have even though 
they are not completely satisfactory. If the’ 
spirit of the times points the way, great books 
will appear which will redefine underlying 
faith in the individual and de-emphasize 
science and government. 

The meeting was thoroughly enjoyed by the 
students and faculty and their guests. We 
are firmly resolved that we shall continue the 
conference. 

Mary Jean Maunoop, Student 
College of St. Catherine 
St. Paul. 
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Public Library Administration 


A Growin 2 Literature 


T IS ONLY with the appearance of Mc- 
Diarmids’ Administration of the Ameri- 
can Public Library’ and of Wight’s Public 
Library Finance and Accounting that a 
literature in the field of public library ad- 


ministration is beginning to emerge. In 


1938 Dr. Joeckel in Current Issues in Li- 
brary Administration? pointed to the scarcity 
of a respectable literature in this field and 
to the need for fuller treatment of the prob- 
lems which that volume introduced. 

His well-known Government of the 
American Public Library® is, of course, 
basic-likewise, the McDiarmids’ book 
which does for internal administration what 
Dr. Joeckel does for government controls. 
The McDiarmids have distilled from find- 
ings in over three hundred libraries not only 
reports of practices but recommendations 
concerning ways in which scores of ad- 
ministrative problems are handled or can 
be met in libraries, large and small. | 

The financial and personnel aspects of 
these problems are further developed in 
Wight’s Public Library Finance and Ac- 
counting and in Herbert’s Personnel Ad- 
ministration in Public Libraries. Wight’s 
book shows specifically how financial sup- 
port can be geared to the demands of the 
library’s program. It also, from the account- 
ing standpoint, furnishes an all-round hand- 
book for both the library. director and the 
finance officer. Miss Herbert bases her dis- 
cussion of personnel on the premise that the 
effectiveness of a library’s service is deter- 
mined in large measure by the quality of 
the staff. The grading of positions, salary 
schedules, promotions, in-service training, 
and welfare activities are some of the topics 
covered. The Civil Service Assembly 





1See back cover. 

*Joeckel, Carleton B., ed. Current Issues im Li- 
rary Administration; Papers Presented before the 
Library Institute at the University of Chicago, August 
a 1938. University of Chicago Press, 1939. 
P Foeckel, Carleton B. Government of the American 
ublic Library. University of Chicago Press, 1935. 


News Letter referred to her book and Clas- 
sification and Pay Plans for Municipal 
Public Libraries’ as “two much needed 
tools for the development of better mutual 
understanding.” Another book leading to 
understanding in a different area is Hall’s 
The Library Trustee 

In taking stock of the library’s perform- 
ance and of its potentialities the survey has 
come to be an accepted device. In The Li- 
brary Survey! McDiarmid describes briefly 
and clearly techniques for evaluating ad- 
ministration, personnel, book collection, 
service, costs, etc. A reviewer refers to it 
as a book for those “who honestly care 
whether the local library is adequate to the 
community’s needs.” 

Also in taking stock as well as in looking 
to the future Post-War Standards for Pub- 
lic Libraries’ is a sound document deserv- 
ing study. Miss Herbert is using it as a 
basis for a series of staff conferences. She 
is making an effort to discover the extent to 
which the Public Library of the District of 
Columbia measures up to the standards and 
how the standards can be met where condi- 
tions or performance fall short. Certainly 
every department head and every worker 
is affected by these standards which cover 
personnel, technical processes, and services, 
as well as building, support, book collection, 
size of unit served, and administration. 

All of these tools have grown out of the 
needs of the profession; more we hope will 
follow. They are for the administrator, of 
course, but they are also for every staff 
member who is alert enough to be the least 
bit interested. It is only by making them 
available that the staff can make its full 
contribution to administrative problems and 
to the improvement of service. 

Everett O. Fontaine, Chief 
Department of Publishing and 


Cooperative Services 








Public Library Administration 


A Growing Literature 


——— A.L.A. Titles Mentioned On Inside Back Cover ———~ 


Administration of the American Public Library 


McDiarmid and McDiarmid. January 1944 ............. . i de Soe 


Public Library Finance and Accounting 
Edward A. Wight. December 1943 ... 


Personnel Administration in Public Libraries 
Clara W. Herbert. June 1939 oH Oe ees Pe eee 2.25 
Classification and Pay Plans for Municipal Public Libraries 
A.L.A. Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, March 1939 er tae 2 
The Library Trustee 
Anna Gertrude Hall. June 1937 
The Library Survey 


E. W. McDiarmid, Jr. May 1940 


Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
A.L.A. Committee on Postwar Planning 
Carleton B Joeckel, Chairman. July 1943 er 








A Few Others 


The Small Public Library; Organization, Administration, Service 


Moshier and LeFevre. April 1942 ; aes 66 ee 


Organization and Personnel Procedure of the (—) Library; 
A Suggested Plan. 





Subcommittee of A.L.A. Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 


August 1940 . bo ee 


Organization and Administration of Library Service to Children 


Mary R. Lucas. December 1941 re = bs saan ¥ 
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